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Announcement to the UPC Congregation 
 

After an exhaustive nationwide search, we have found a great match right 

in our own Presbytery. Rev. Cheryl Montgomery will be our Transitional Pastor 

beginning May 1st. Cheryl comes to us from Trinity Parish, a yoked group of the 

Presbyterian Churches in Clinton, Rockville, and Montezuma. She is originally 

from the Pittsburgh area, having graduat-

ed from Muskingum College and Pitts-

burgh Theological Seminary. She comes 

with the enthusiastic endorsement of our 

Executive Presbyter, Rev. Susan 

McGhee. 

Cheryl’s experience is well suit-

ed to our needs. She was ordained in 

1984 and has served as Transitional Pas-

tor in numerous congregations of vary-

ing sizes since then. She has been Tran-

sitional Pastor in Mahopac, New York as 

well as several churches in the North-

East. She was also a Transitional Pastor 

in Sullivan and Installed Pastor in 

Greenwood. 

Cheryl and her two dogs will be moving to Bloomington. She looks for-

ward to working with us as we endeavor to determine where and how God is lead-

ing us to serve Him in 2023 and beyond. 

 

Your Transitional Pastor Search Committee:  

Don Root, David Barnett, Jan Berend Heitink, Melanie Mathis-McBride, Darian 

McBride and Eydie Peacher. 

 

Welcome Reverend Montgomery 
 

 The UPC Worship Team is hosting a Welcome Pastor Reception immedi-

ately after the May 5 Sunday morning worship to celebrate her first Sunday at 

United Presbyterian.  This is Reverend Montgomery’s first service she’s conduct-

ing for UPC as well as her first sermon presentation and her first time to serve Ho-

ly Communion for our congregation.   

 The reception is in Fellowship Hall with the Worship Team serving  fruit 

trays, bagels, coffee cake and beverages.  All are encouraged to attend. 
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JANUARY FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
January income was $11,664 and expenses were $13,155 giving us a deficit of $1,491 for January. While we nor-
mally have a surplus in January, some larger than normal payouts drove the expense side up. 
It’s that time of the year when we ask those who are able to pay their per-capita. This year’s per-capita is $50.15 
per member. 
 
Don Root 
 

 

 
 

 

March Birthdays and Anniversaries  

How to Get Involved  

UPC n Zoom 
Tuesday evening Bible Study is conducted via Zoom. 

If you're not already signed up to receive an email with 

the link to the Zoom meeting, simply email upcbloom-

ington@gmail.com  and request inclusion.  

Little Red Wagon 
The little red wagon is waiting to be filled with canned 

goods and hygiene products for Monroe County Unit-

ed Ministries. For more information ask one of our      

Deacons. 

Video and Sound Systems 
If you are interested in learning how to operate the 

sound system or help in taping Sunday worship service 

please contact Don Root at rootd@msn.com. 

Treasurer Assistant 
If you are interested in helping count and process do-

nations and other treasurer duties, please contact Andy 

Hill at andy@andyhill.us 

Reaching UP 
If you are interested in contributing articles or helping 

to put together the Reaching UP newsletter, please 

contact Andy Hill at andy@andyhill.us 

Sunday Service on YouTube 
UPC YouTube Channel link is: UPC Bloomington - 

YouTube. An email is sent out each Thursday with 

the YouTube link and Sunday's Bulletin attached.  If 

you're not on the list and would like to be, email up-

cbloomington@gmail.com and request inclusion. 

Mar 8 Michelle Heitink 

Mar 16 Deborah Heitink 

mailto:upcbloomington@gmail.com
mailto:upcbloomington@gmail.com
mailto:rootd@msn.com
mailto:andy@andyhill.us
mailto:andy@andyhill.us
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUaliyHrEbQ1tWyqBbx6kYw
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Please Help with UPC’s 2023 Per Capita  
The Per Capita is an annual contribution made to the Presbytery of Ohio Valley, 

General Assembly, and Synod for the services and support they provide to UPC. 

The 2023 per capita is  $50.15 per member.  If you are able, the per capita may 

be paid by check, cash or credit card. Make checks payable to UPC with 2023 

per capita on the memo line.  Place cash in an envelope marked per captia.   Place checks and 

cash envelopes in the offering plate in the narthex.  If donating by debit/credit card, note per cap-

ita and your name on the print out from the machine and place it in the offering plate.  If you 

have questions, contact UPC Treasurer Andy Hill. 

 

Why Per Capita is Important 
 
Per capita funds are the primary source of support for the Office of the General Assembly. 

 

Per capita funds allow the Office of the General Assembly to support the ministry and witness of 

congregations and mid councils through: 

 — Bringing together commissioners and advisory delegates as the General Assembly 

 — Publishing (in multiple languages) and distribution (in multiple format) of the Book of 

  Order, The Book of Confessions, and other General Assembly publications 

 — Underwriting the expenses of the Co-Moderators of the General Assembly as they 

  travel across the church and around the world to interpret the work of the General 

  Assembly and attend church anniversaries, presbytery meetings, retreats, and          

  emenical gatherings 

 — Gathering church leaders from presbyteries and synods for training events 

 — Supporting work in the area of ordered ministry, helping all Presbyterians respond to 

  God’s call in their lives as teaching elders, ruling elders, and deacons 

 — Providing necessary tools to develop and administer ordination exams to seminarians 

  preparing to become future pastors 

 — Maintaining Church Leadership Connection, the online system that supports the call 

  process for pastors and congregations 

 — Supporting those elected to serve on permanent General Assembly committees, such 

  as the Advisory Committee on the Constitution, the General Assembly  

  Committee on Ecumenical and Interreligious Relations, the General Assembly 

  Nominating Committee, and the General Assembly Committee on Representation 

 — Providing information, advice, and counsel to presbyteries and pastors whose  

  members have immigration issues 

 — Supporting the Presbyterian Historical Society, ensuring that our witness to the gospel 

  today will be preserved for future generations, just as we have learned about the 

  history of past generations 

 —  Providing a Presbyterian presence at ecumenical groups and gatherings in this coun

  try and worldwide-- extending our mission efforts and our work for peace and 

  justice  far beyond what we can do by ourselves to promote Christian unity 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more than 70 years, One Great Hour of Sharing 

has connected us in God’s healing, tending and growing to create a 

world where all needs are met.  

  
 Thanks to your heartfelt gifts, One Great Hour of Sharing currently supports projects in more 

than 100 countries. Visit pcusa.org/oghsmap for locations and ministries.  

 United Presbyterian Church will receive the One Great Hour of Sharing Special Offering at 

our Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday services. 

“God is our refuge and strength … though the moun-

tains shake.” - Psalm 46:1-3 

GIVE. ACT. PRAY.  The scale of the disaster facing Syr-

ia and Turkey after the Feb. 6 earthquake is clear. The 7.8-

magnitude quake and aftershocks left more than 50,000 

dead and thousands injured. Buildings have been reduced 

to rubble, and roads and bridges have been severely dam-

aged, hampering responders. In Aleppo, this destruction is 

compounding the damage of the 11-year war in Syria.  Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) is 

providing relief and short-term recovery in the impacted areas via long-standing partners in Syria, in ad-

dition to ACT Alliance members in Syria and Turkey, all of whom are on the ground. PDA will be ac-

tive through the entire recovery process.  GIVE: Financial support for relief efforts can be made by 

phone at (800) 872-3283, or check payable to Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) with “DR999999-ST Earth-

quake” written on the memo line and mailed to: Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), P.O. Box 643700, Pitts-

burgh, PA 15264-3700.  ACT: PDA is supported by gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing.           PRAY 
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UPC vocalists become part of music history! 
 

Bloomington got the world — yes, world — premiere of the first full-scale opera about Anne Frank 

based on "The Diary of a Young Girl." Performances were in early March at the Indiana University 

Musical Arts Center. 

 

The director was the acclaimed Crystal Manich. She believes we should not stop telling stories just be-

cause they are difficult to hear. Telling them might make them less apt to be repeated. Pulitzer Prize-

winning composer Shulamit Ran created the score, Charles Kondek wrote the libretto, and IU's Arthur 

Fagen conducted. 

 

The four performance world premiere was an exciting time for IU and Bloomington.  Right in the mid-
dle of all that excitement were two of our own – Marielle Madeline Hug and Patrick Tervo.  They were 

cast in the chorus, an integral part of the opera.  Marielle and Patrick are half of the UPC Quartet.  
They were most happy to play a role in opera history.  UPC is happy for you too, congrats! 
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