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Celebrating 50 Years of Wedded Bliss 
  

 In respect of John & Colleen Swanson’s 50th wedding 

anniversary, Reverend Cheryl Montgomery chose Love as the 

theme for UPC’s Sunday, October 29 worship service. 

 A beautiful autumn floral arrangement stood near the 

pulpit as violinist Jiangzhongnuo Tao performed Thais Tanc, 

composed by J. Massenet, accompanied by Benjamin Watkins 

on the piano. 

 Elder Alejandra Had-

dad served as liturgist with a 

Call to Worship and Passing of 

the Peace.  Members of the 

UPC Quartet movingly sang 

Here I Am, Lord. 

 The scriptures from 

Song of Songs and Corinthians 

emphasized love as read by 

Elder Haddad.  Reverend 

Montgomery then presented her sermon, Love, deemed excep-

tional by those present. 

    The “Blessing in Celebration of John and Colleen Swan-

son’s 50th Wedding Anniversary” was conducted by Reverend 

Montgomery and Elder Haddad.  It opened 

with Tao and Watkins performing Han-

del’s Arrival of the Queen of Sheba beauti-

fully.  After Elder Haddad presented her 

wonderfully spoken blessing, Reverend 

Montgomery closed the ceremony with 

prayer. After Reverend Montgomery’s 

Benediction, , Patrick Tervo presented a 

heartfelt performance of the Swanson’s 

song, Some Enchanted Evening. 

 Immediately afterward, The Swanson’s hosted a recep-

tion in Fellowship Hall including an elegant buffet and dessert 

bar.  Close to 50 friends and family attended.                                             

                                                                      (Continued on P. 13) 
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How to Get Involved  

Bible Study 
Tuesday evening Bible Study is conducted in Fellow-

ship Hall and via Zoom. If you're not already signed 

up to receive an email reminders with the link to the 

Zoom meeting, simply email upcblooming-

ton@gmail.com  and request inclusion.  

Little Red Wagon 
The little red wagon is waiting to be filled with canned 

goods and hygiene products for Monroe County Unit-

ed Ministries. For more information ask one of our      

Deacons. 

Video and Sound Systems 
If you are interested in learning how to operate the 

sound system or help in taping Sunday worship service 

please contact Don Root at rootd@msn.com. 

Treasurer Assistant 
If you are interested in helping count and process do-

nations and other treasurer duties, please contact Andy 

Hill at andy@andyhill.us 

Reaching UP 
If you are interested in contributing articles or helping 

to put together the Reaching UP newsletter, please 

contact Andy Hill at andy@andyhill.us 

Sunday Service on YouTube 
UPC YouTube Channel link is: UPC Bloomington - 

YouTube. An email is sent out each Thursday with 

the YouTube link and Sunday's Bulletin attached.  If 

you're not on the list and would like to be, email up-

cbloomington@gmail.com and request inclusion. 
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SEPTEMBER FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
September income was $10,297 and expenses were $13,676 giving us a net income of negative $3,379 for Septem-
ber and negative $11,891 for the year-to-date. We are heavily into negative territory for the year and we still have 
3 months to go. It is important that everyone keep up their giving. The path to long term financial stability for us 
is more members, so keep an eye out for people you can invite to church. 
 
It is not too late to pay this year’s per-capita, which is $50.15 per member. If you’re able to pay your own, that 
will be helpful. 
 
Don Root 
 

November Birthdays and Anniversaries  

Nov 2 Raja and Rula Hanania Anniversary Nov 10 Nelda Nyarko 

Nov 3 Benjamin Watkins Nov 14 Gerrit Heitink 

 

October Movies a Success!  And Fun! 
 

 A turn out of 17 people enjoyed the Pizza & Popcorn screening 

of “A Wing & A Prayer” hosted by Jim Haverstock in early October.  

The film got good reviews from those attending.  The pizza, popcorn 

and wide variety movie concession goodies were quite popular.  A live-

ly discussion on the movie followed.  Jim did  great job of hosting. 

 

 Darian & Melanie Mathis McBride hosted the sequel movie 

“Hocus Pocus 2,” toward the end of the month.  It was an evening of delicious Walking Tacos, pop-

corn, gourmet cookies and all the Trick or Treat candy you could ever want to eat.  The Fellowship 

Hall was beautifully decorated with an autumn theme. 

 

 A total of $204 was 

generously donated at the mov-

ies for the UPC Music Program 

by the attendees. 

 

 Both films were a great 

time of entertainment, fun food 

and quality fellowship.  A hearty thanks to Jim, Darian and Mela-

nie. 
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Nyaka’s Amazing Outreach and Growth Continues . . . 
Over twenty years ago, UPC became the first church to commit support to the newly founded Nyaka 

Aids Orphans Project assisting with the opening of a two room school with 24 orphans.  Now more 

than 900 children are being assisted in three elementary schools in addition to a high school and 

trade school, farm, medical clinic and an organization of grandmothers being taught how to be self 

sufficient in lifting themselves out of poverty. 
 

Nyaka Grandmothers Rising to New Possibilities 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nyaka's Grandmothers joined more than 100 others from around the country for the Inter-

national Grandmothers' Gathering, which took place in Kampala from October 24th to 26th, 2023. 

This was a hybrid event organized by the Stephen Lewis Foundation through the Grandmothers' 
Consortium in Uganda under the theme "Reflect, Rejuvenate, Renew: Grandmothers Rising to New 
Possibilities." Our Grandmothers, representing thousands from Kanungu, Rukungiri, and Rubanda 

districts, connected with fellow grandmothers from other parts of the country. During the gathering, 
one of several held across the continent and in Canada, the grandmothers reflected on current grand-
mother-led priorities, collectively planned for the future, and shared their needs and concerns with 

policy leaders to shape the way forward. 

UPC’s newest Member. 
 

On Sunday, October 22, Ruby Jo Barnett became a member of United 

Presbyterian Church during the Sunday morning worship service. 
 

She was received into the UPC congregation during a brief ceremony 

led by UPC Clerk of Session Don Root and Reverend Cheryl Mont-

gomery. 
 

Known to her friends and family as Jo, she’s a retired registered nurse. 

Jo comes to us from Salem Presbyterian Church and, as she’s proven 

to us many times, she’s an excellent cook.    
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As we continue our journey to an installed pastor . . . 
 

Starting the Mission Discernment Process 
 

While a lot of the work during the transitional time between installed pastors simply is keeping the 
church going, a major task involving the whole congregation is the mission discernment process.  

The information gathered eventually will help the Pastor Nominating Committee with its work.  
We cannot ask Presbytery for permission to elect a PNC until this mission discernment process is 
completed. 

The process involves a series of congregational gatherings where we identify the congregation’s 
identity and values, its vision for participation in God’s work, its resources to do that work, and the 

pastoral priorities the new pastor. 

The first meeting is a fun one where we tell each other stories about our involvement in the church 
and what we’ve valued the most about the congregation.  Out of that, we’ll be able to identify who 
we have been at our best and who we are now.  We’ll be able to discern common themes and val-

ues that make this church unique and special.  This process is similar to one known in the secular 
world as Appreciative Inquiry. 

Set aside November 19th after church to attend this first gathering.  We’ll have a soup and sandwich 

lunch and then work on the process.  It will take about 2 hours.  The more people who participate, 

the better so PLEASE make this a priority. 

Reverend Cheryl Montgomery, Interim Pastor 

Friday Afternoon Slow Stitching Group Continues . . .  
 The call was put out last month: “Anyone out there want to join me on Friday afternoons for 

some slow stitching?”  Slow stitching is a relatively new movement that has discovered the medita-

tive aspect of hand-stitching—embroidery, quilting, sewing (even knitting and crocheting).  Simply 

stitching, knitting, or crocheting by hand automatically slows us down and lets us just be.  It is pro-

cess-driven; we might make something but sometimes just want to pull the needle and thread 

through a piece of fabric and notice what happens.  There is nothing right or wrong about it; stitches 

can be whatever size you want them to be; lines can be straight or 

curved, whatever.  Slow stitching is a way to slow down and reconnect 

with our own sense of creativity. 

 There were a number of responses to the call and Slow Stitch-

ing is now a weekly event. You’re invited to join me in rooms M&N at 

the church from 1pm-3pm on Fridays.  I’ll have plenty of fabric, yarn, 

thread, and needles but you can bring your own supplies or projects 

too.  

 Let me know if you're interested. 

       Cheryl Reverend Cheryl Montgomery 



Abandoned Coats! 

 
We’ve wound up with a number of really nice coats.  Over the past 18 months we dis-

covered them in the sanctuary, in the narthex and hanging on the vari-

ous coat racks throughout the church.  All abandoned for more than six 

months! 

 

Check with Stephanie Worden or Allen Pease to see if 

one of these coats might be yours.  

 

Those unclaimed by Wednesday, November 15, will be 

donated to Opportunity House. 

2023 Hat & Mitten Tree for Monroe County United Industries 

The Hat & Mitten Tree is in Fellowship Hall. Please 

decorate it with hats, mittens, gloves, earmuffs and 

scarves in sizes from toddlers to Teens.  The decorations 

will be taken to MCUM for their annual Merry Mar-

ket and as Christmas gifts to Monroe County chil-

dren and Teens in need.  Stephanie Worden has vol-

unteered to shop if you don’t have the time.  Simply 

bring a check or cash to the church office or to Steph-

anie and she’ll do the shopping for you. 

LAST DAY to DECORATE the TREE is November 

19! 

UPC joins the campaign.  Recycle Bottle Caps to Benches. 
On the facing page you’ll see the details Recycle Bottle Caps to Benches campaign, a service project 

of Aktion Club of Bloomington.  Kiwanis Club of Bloomington is co-sponsor of Aktion Club, an 

organization of people of all-abilities to foster friendship and develop leadership skills.  

  

The UPC Session has approved joining the campaign.  Bring in your bottle caps each Sunday and 

deposit them in Campaign Box in the Narthex. 

 

Please!  Be very careful in following the guidelines for which type of bottle caps are useable and 

which are not acceptable.  The campaign will run through the end of December. 
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2023 Advent 
United Presbyterian Church 

 

Sunday, December 3 — 10 a.m. 

First Sunday in Advent 

Led by Reverend Cheryl Montgomery 

Liturgists & Lighting of the Candle of Peace — Gerrit & Vera Heitink  

The UPC Quartet, Benjamin Watkins, director 

 

Wednesday, December 5 — 6 P.m. 

UPC Music Program in Concert 
Conducted & Directed by Dr. Benjamin Taylor Watkins 

 

      Sunday, December 10 — 10 a.m. 

       Second Sunday in Advent 

        Led by Reverend Cheryl Montgomery 

        Liturgists & Lighting of the Candle of Peace — Fadi & Aline Haddad  

      The UPC Quartet, Benjamin Watkins, director 
 

Sunday, December 17— 10 a.m. 

Third Sunday in Advent 

Led by Reverend Cheryl Montgomery 

Liturgists & Lighting of the Candle of Joy — John & Colleen Swanson   

The UPC Quartet, Benjamin Watkins, director 
 

Sunday, December 24 — 10 a.m. 

Fourth Sunday in Advent & Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

Led by Reverend Cheryl Montgomery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liturgists & Lighting of the Candle of Peace & The Christ Candle —Nyarko Family 

Receiving of the Joy Offering  

Holy Communion officiated by Rev. Cheryl Montgomery,  

prepared by UPC Deacons, Served by Elders Darian & Melanie Mathis McBride 

Sharing the Light 
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2023 UPC Worship Team 

Poinsettia Display 
We are again getting our Poinsettia’s from the  

Bloomington Symphony Orchestra. 

This is the 24th year for their Poinsettia Sale fund raiser. 

Their plants are always lush and beautiful!  

Cost is $15.00 per plant 
 

You may dedicate your poinsettia. 

Simply note it on the sign-up sheet 
 

Five Beautiful Christmas Colors! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please sign up in the Narthex or call/email Allen in the 

church office by Thursday, Nov. 9 
 

The annual UPC Poinsettia Display will be in place December 10 
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Help the 2022 and 2023 

State Class C Champions, 

the Edgewood Marching Mustangs 

purchase new equipment! 

Simply cut off  the proof-of-purchase from your Pizza X box 

and place it in the container near the Little Red Wagon 

outside of  the Fellowship Hall. 

This will be a year-round collection, but we get double the do-

nation in November. 

Logan and Caroline Worden are members 

of  the Marching Mustangs. 

Stephanie Worden will collect and deliver them to 

Edgewood High School. 
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Celebrating 50 Years of Wedded Bliss (continued from page 1) 

 

Elegant Ladies at the 

elegant buffet. 

 

Child and great grand-

child. 

  

 

Thanks to Souheil 

Haddad for 

the photos. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John and Colleen with daughter Jolene 



The Worship Team  
Invites You To The 

8th Annual Spaghetti Dinner  
And this year we’re adding the 

Dessert Auction   
Wednesday, December 13    6 to 8 p.m. — Fellowship Hall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To benefit UPC’s Music Program. 

 

Tossed Salad! 

Spaghetti with Marinara!    Spaghetti with Meat Sauce! 

Fettuccini Alfredo! 

Garlic Bread!   Homemade Desserts!   Coffee, Ice Tea and Milk!. 

 

Celebrity Chefs! 

UPC Christian Ed Director Melanie Mathis-McBride 

Elder Darian McBride 

UPC Music Director Benjamin Watkins    
  

Dessert Auction!   

Tuesday Evening Bible Study 
Bible Study is every Tuesday in-person 

at Fellowship Hall AND via Zoom.  

To participate on Zoom, contact Andy 

Hill at andy@andyhill.us or Rev. Mont-

gomery: pastor.upcbloomington@gmail.

com.  

The group is currently studying the 

book of Philippians. 
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