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United Presbyterian Church Worship Guide

September 20, 2020  

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                 The Reverend John Napoli III

Today’s Sanctuary Flowers are placed in loving memory of

Susanne Haverstock by her husband Jim Haverstock.
PRELUDE                    In the Garden                   Benjamin Watkins, piano
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                       Deacon Vera Heitink, liturgist

Liturgist:
Seek God and God's strength.

People:
God is our protector and provider. God gives light in the darkness.

Liturgist:
God gives water to the thirsty and food to the hungry.


People: 
Let God's people sing out with joy.


Liturgist:
Let us sing out with joy!
PASSING OF THE PEACE


Liturgist:

The peace of Christ be with you.


People:

And also with you.


Liturgist:

Let us share the peace with one another.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Almighty God, we are like the Israelites in our quickness to complain.  We grumble when we are hungry and thirsty, not only for daily food, but for spiritual nurture as well.  We complain when our homes seem inadequate and fail to realize that our shelter is more than adequate.  We are always searching for more.  We are quick to feel that life is unfair to us, that others have more than we do.  Make us conscious again, O God, of the homeless, the poor, the hungry, the hurting.  Give us courage to reach out to them, and fill us and them with your Holy Spirit.  Through Christ our Lord we pray.  Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE
God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which God loved us, even when we were dead through our sin, made us alive together with Christ and raised us up with him.  For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God.  Amen.

THE EPISTLE LESSON                                                                            James 2:14-26
Liturgist:     The word of the Lord

People:         Thanks be to God

MUSIC MEDITATION       Intermezzo Op. 118, No. 2 – J. Brahms      Benjamin Watkins, piano

SERMON                                         A Living Faith                                           Reverend John Napoli
The third installment of a seven part sermon series titled The Epistle of James

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                   The Apostle’s Creed (traditional) 
I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
CALL TO OFFERING                                                                                      Reverend John Napoli
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                                                                  Reverend John Napoli
THE POSTLUDE                             Brother James’s Air                            Benjamin Watkins, organ
UPC Prayer List - Email requests to:  pastor.upcbloomington@gmail.com.

Evelyn Rose    Frank Buczolich   Alexander de Vos van Wael     Linda Gluff    Cathy Gutjahr   

Darryl Hall   Shea Henry   Joy Jackson   Lance Like   Brent Philips   Billy & Mary Lou Rhoades     Ceci Schuman   Kristani Staples    Nora vander Heijden    Rhonda Yount       
His Eyes in Honduras led by Valerie & Felipe Colby      UPC's college and grad students 

Nyaka AIDS Orphans Project in Uganda led by Jackson Kaguri     Our military men & women     Monroe County Sheriff Brad Swain & Deputies, doctors, RNs, LPNs, CNAs & EMTs

Bloomington and Ellettsville Police and Fire Fighters
Rev. Amy Artis is pastor at Grammer Presbyterian Church.  Our average attendance is eight.  Many thought our doors would have been closed by now but we continue to be a witness for Christ in our community.  We share a part-time pastor with Scipio Presbyterian Church.  Like many churches during this pandemic, we’ve rethought what it means to be a church.  We worship through a Weekly Worship Guide sent either by email or USPS and also share monthly Drive-In Communion Services, which are broadcast through FM radio, with Scipio Presbyterian.  We plan to have Outdoor/Drive-In Services in September.  Pray as we struggle with how to resume worship in our building.

Check the blue table in the Narthex. You'll find: Our Daily Bread; plate for tithes or offerings; basket for donations to Deacons, His Eyes or Nyaka; hand sanitizer and face masks. 
