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United Presbyterian Church Worship Guide

November 29, 2020      First Sunday of Advent
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                        Elder Allen Pease                           
PRELUDE            We Gather Together              Benjamin Watkins, organ
Lighting of the Advent Wreath

The Candle of Hope – Elder Andy Hill and Reverend David Rosen
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                            Elder Andy Hill, Liturgist
Liturgist:
God welcomes all who enter here.

All:

Come to us, God of peace, as we give thanks to Your name.

Liturgist:

We ask for peace within these walls. God's promises of love are for all people.

All:

We are glad to be in God's presence this day.

Liturgist:
Come to us, God of peace.

PASSING OF THE PEACE


Liturgist:

The peace of Christ be with you.


People:

And also with you.


Liturgist:

Let us share the peace with one another.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison with Liturgist)
Most Holy God, this Advent season marks a time of watching and waiting.  But we are not a very patient people.  And we aren't really sure what we are expecting.  God forgive us our lack of faith in your presence, your faithfulness, and your unconditional love for us.  Help us to make this advent a holy time; a time filled with a search for peace in our world, in our communities, and in ourselves.  Faithful God, forgive us our lack of readiness and our apathy.  Surprise us again with your presence and Your peace…Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE (Liturgist)
The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting.  I declare to you, in the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.  As God's own people, be merciful in action, kindly in heart, humble in mind.  Be always ready to forgive as freely as God has forgiven you.  And, above everything else, be loving, and never forget to be thankful for what Christ has done for you.    Amen.

THE Old Testament LESSON                                 Isaiah 65: 17-25
THE NEW TESTAMENT LESSON             John 3: 23 -30 
Liturgist: The word of the Lord

People: Thanks be to God

MUSIC MEDITATION           Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence            Benjamin Watkins, piano
SERMON                  Walking with Our Outrageous God                       The Reverend David Rosen
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                   The Apostle’s Creed (traditional) 
I Believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
CALL TO OFFERING                                                                                     Reverend David Rosen                                                                                 
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                           Reverend David Rosen
THE POSTLUDE                   People Look East                            Benjamin Watkins, piano
UPC Prayer List - Email requests to:  pastor.upcbloomington@gmail.com.

Patty, Pastor’s friend Tara's Aunt   Evelyn Rose   Linda Gluff    Cathy Gutjahr   Darryl Hall    Shea Henry   Judie Iverson   Joy Jackson    Kyung Ae Lim   Brent Philips   

Billy & Mary Lou Rhoades   Ceci Schuman   Kristani Staples  Larry Trowbridge   

Alexander de Vos van Wael    Nora vander Heijden    Bill Worden   Rhonda Yount
His Eyes Mission     Nyaka AIDS Orphans Project    Medical professionals
Our Elementary, High School, College and Grad students as they face these difficult times.

Monroe County Sheriff and Deputies, Bloomington Police, Monroe County Firefighters

Madison Presbyterian Church, founded in 1815, is located downtown, two blocks from the Ohio River.  The congregation of 130 (+ friends) are bound together by the love of God, concern for each other and the community. Our congregants are among the founders of the Clearinghouse/House of Hope, Community Foundation of Madison & Jefferson Co., Women’s Giving Circle, Habitat for Humanity and Board members of Salvation Army, Voices for Children/Casa, Historic Madison, Jefferson Co. Historical Society and Main Street Program.  We provide 100 back packs to children with food insecurities.  The Deacons assist the House of Hope food pantry, members of the community with aid for utility, medical and housing costs and care for members and friends.  We’re grateful that our congregation has remained steadfast during this COVID-19 time, a time in which we have also been without a pastor.  We’ve been blessed by a fellow member who’s filled our pulpit and brought us much needed continuity through these many months without a leader.  Please pray for the decisions we face for the future of MPC, our nation and world in the midst of this virus, social injustice, and unrest as well as the POV churches, members and leaders. 
