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United Presbyterian Church Worship Guide

December 13, 2020      Third Sunday of Advent
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                        The Reverend John Napoli                           
PRELUDE      Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus     Benjamin Watkins, organ      
Lighting of the Advent Wreath

The Candle of Joy – Rev. John Napoli and Elder Bob Hammel
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                 Elder Bob Hammel, Liturgist

Liturgist:
Happy are those whose hope is in God who made the earth and sea 




and all the creatures in them.


People:
We seek God who keeps faith forever.


Liturgist:
We seek that God who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives 




food to the hungry.


People:
We seek God who sets those imprisoned free, who opens the eyes 




of those who fail to see clearly.


Liturgist:
Praise God who brings hope to all generations.

PASSING OF THE PEACE


Liturgist:

The peace of Christ be with you.


People:

And also with you.


Liturgist:

Let us share the peace with one another.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison with Liturgist)
God of hope and peace, God of strength and gentleness, remind us again in this Advent Season of the holy way for God's people to travel.  Forgive us for failing to see your joy and majesty.  Forgive us for being weak in serving you.  Forgive us for failing to see the glory of your creation where waters can break forth in the wilderness and the deserts shall bring forth beauty.  Open our eyes to see your promises.  Open our ears to hear the good news of your love for all your children.  Quench our thirst with showers of your love for us. Through Christ we pray.  Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE (Liturgist)
The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting.  I declare to you, in the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.  May the God of mercy, who forgives you all your sins, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life.  Amen.

THE EPISTLE LESSON                               I Thessalonians 5:16-24
Liturgist: The word of the Lord

People: Thanks be to God

MUSIC MEDITATION     Watchman, Tell Us of the Night        Benjamin Watkins, piano
SERMON                                 What to do While Waiting                                Reverend John Napoli
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                   The Apostle’s Creed (traditional) 
I Believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
CALL TO OFFERING                                                                                     Reverend John Napoli                                  
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                           Reverend John Napoli 
THE POSTLUDE        Prepare the Way          Benjamin Watkins, piano
UPC Prayer List - Email requests to:  pastor.upcbloomington@gmail.com.
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