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United Presbyterian Church Worship Guide

January 31, 2021      Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                      The Reverend John Napoli
PRELUDE       In Christ There Is No East or West     Benjamin Watkins, piano
    
Call to Worship                                                                              Elder Andy Hill, liturgist 

Liturgist:
Let us meet God in this gathering.



People:
We gather to praise God, to offer our hopes, to hear again God's 




call, to strengthen our faith.


Liturgist:
God calls us to honor all persons, be kind to our neighbors, and 




praise God's holy name.



People:
Let us worship God.

PASSING OF THE PEACE


Liturgist:

The peace of Christ be with you.


People:

And also with you.


Liturgist:

Let us share the peace with one another.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison with liturgist)
Faithful God, we confess that we have not always been faithful to you.  Your requirements of us have been to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you.  Yet, we conform to the standards of our world, and forget the demands of your call to us.  We expect others to be kind to us but, too often neglect those who may be different than us, those who don't quite fit in to our scheme of things.  You ask us to be humble and yet we are such a proud people.  Humble us this day, O God, and remind us again of your steadfast love and faithfulness.  Give us the strength we need to do your holy will. Through Jesus of Nazareth we pray.  Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE (Liturgist)
 The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting.  I declare to you, in the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.  May the God of mercy, who forgives you all your sins, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life.  Amen.
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The Gospel Lesson                             Mark 1: 21 - 28 

Liturgist: The word of the Lord

People: Thanks be to God
MUSIC MEDITATION               Savior, Like a Shepherd, Lead Us             Benjamin Watkins, piano      

SERMON                                  There’s a New Sheriff in Town                       Reverend John Napoli

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH           The Apostle’s Creed (traditional) 
I Believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER             
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
CALL TO OFFERING              Reverend John Napoli
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                           Reverend John Napoli
THE POSTLUDE           Live Into Hope         Benjamin Watkins, organ
UPC Prayer List - Email requests to:  pastor.upcbloomington@gmail.com.
Evelyn Rose   Troy Hill   Shea Henry   Judie Iverson   Brent Philips   Billy & Mary Lou Rhoades    Ceci Schuman    Alexander de Vos van Wael   Nora vander Heijden
His Eyes Mission in Honduras    Nyaka AIDS Orphans Project in Uganda
Our elementary, high school, college and grad students as they face these difficult times

Sheriff, Deputies, Police, Doctors, RNs, LPNs, CNAs, Med Techs and EMTs

The First Presbyterian Church of Martinsville is a small but mighty congregation with a rich history in Morgan County.  We’re the only PC(USA) church in the county!  I' have only been serving with them since July but I have been continually impressed by their devotion to their church, dedication to our Lord and the ways in which they let their love light shine.  Prior to the pandemic the church was active in the community, serving as a meeting place for NA, AA, Kiwanis and Rotary Club and giving time and support to our local food bank.  What with our proximity to IU we have long been known for our music program which featured both students and professionals from IU.  Covid has put the brakes on this also.  We moved forward and provide live streaming of our worship and look forward to the days when we can meet once again.  My only prayer request is that God continue to use these Saints to shine His love in Morgan County – Rev. John Erickson  
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IMMEDIATELY after this morning’s Service.  A copy of UPC’s 2021 Annual Report on 2020 has been emailed to you.  Take a look at it in advance to assist you in preparing for the meeting.

