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United Presbyterian Church Worship Guide

March 7, 2021      Third Sunday in Lent
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                      The Reverend John Napoli
PRELUDE     When We Are Tempted to Deny Your Son     Benjamin Watkins, organ
    
Call to Worship                                                                     Deacon Fadi Haddad, liturgist

Liturgist:
Let us come into God's presence with thanksgiving.


People:
O come, let us sing, let us make a joyful noise to God with songs 




of praise!


Liturgist:
God is a great God who holds the depths of the earth, the heights of 




the mountains, the sea and the dry land.


People:
O come, let us worship this God, our Creator.  We are God's 





people and God cares for us.


Liturgist:
Let us worship this God, Creator and Lover of us all. 
PASSING OF THE PEACE


Liturgist:

The peace of Christ be with you.


People:

And also with you.


Liturgist:

Let us share the peace with one another.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison with liturgist)
Life-Giving God, you call us to take risks for you. But when life is tough, we grumble like Moses' people grumbled, questioning your summons, even believing you have forgotten us. Forgive us our lack of faith and our frustration in life's continuing struggles. Forgive us our broken promises, our half-hearted response to your claim upon us. Save us from excluding some from our circle of friends while including only those who think like we do. Help us break through barriers of culture and gender, as Jesus did in his ministry. Save us from our feelings of unworthiness before you, loving God. In your guidance, in your love and in your mercy we pray.  Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE (Liturgist)
Hear the good news!  The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.  He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, that we might be dead to sin, and alive to all that is good.  I declare to you in the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.  Amen.
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The Gospel Lesson                         Mark 11: 12-19
Liturgist: The word of the Lord

People: Thanks be to God
MUSIC MEDITATION         Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley            Benjamin Watkins, piano      

SERMON                      The Straw that Broke the Camel’s Back                       Reverend John Napoli

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH           The Apostle’s Creed (traditional) 
I Believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.
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Holy Communion                            Reverend John Napoli

Music for Preparation – The Lord’s Prayer – Benjamin Watkins, organ
The Invitation
Celebration of the Sacrament   Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER             
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
CALL TO OFFERING              Reverend John Napoli
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                           Reverend John Napoli
THE POSTLUDE           Swiftly Pass the Clouds of Glory          Benjamin Watkins, piano
UPC Prayer List - Email requests to:  pastor.upcbloomington@gmail.com.
Evelyn Rose   Troy Hill   Shea Henry   Judie Iverson   Sue Lorimer   The Rhoades
Ceci Schuman    Alexander de Vos van Wael   Nora vander Heijden
His Eyes Mission in Honduras        Nyaka AIDS Orphans Project in Uganda
Our elementary, high school, college and grad students as they face these difficult times

Sheriff, Deputies, Police, Doctors, RNs, LPNs, CNAs, Med Techs and EMTs

St. John United in New Albany (Rev. Allen Colwell—pastor), like many others, has adapted to the pandemic with hybrid services offered most weeks except when our county has been in the red. Meanwhile we were able to offer tax preparation services, showers to residents of our local youth shelter and our homeless neighbors, as well as supporting our local social service agencies as best as we can. This past Fall we signed on to a statement of Unity with other local churches renouncing racism in all its forms. As you pray for us, know that we are praying for all of you as well. These have been challenging times but, as I remind people, the church has weathered worse storms. Peace, Rev. Collwell..

