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United Presbyterian Church Worship Guide

April 11, 2021      Second Sunday of Easter
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                      Reverend John Napoli
PRELUDE   Intermezzo in A Major, from Opus 118 – Brahms            Benjamin Watkins, piano
    
Call to Worship                                                                       Elder Bob Hammel, liturgist

Liturgist:
Find fullness of joy in God's presence.


People:
God shelters us from the storms of life.


Liturgist:
Our hearts are glad and our souls rejoice,


People:
for we are welcomed into God's faithful presence.


Liturgist:
Let us worship the God who gives life!
PASSING OF THE PEACE


Liturgist:

The peace of Christ be with you.


People:

And also with you.


Liturgist:

Let us share the peace with one another.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison with Liturgist)
God of hope, we confess that we have doubts about you and your love for us.  We want proof of your existence. You have granted us a chance to experience new life and yet, we fear any change that might be possible for us.  Forgive us our inability to grasp the gift of new life and share it with others.  Forgive our failure to have sympathy for others and offer help to those who are hurting.  God, you are our living hope. Enable us to have a genuineness of faith, so that we may witness to all who need the good news of your love.  Through Christ we pray.   Amen.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE (Liturgist)
The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting.  I declare to you, in the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.  May the God of mercy, who forgives you all your sins, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen.
           The Gospel Lesson                         John 20: 19-23
Liturgist: The word of the Lord        People: Thanks be to God
MUSIC MEDITATION        My Shepherd Will Supply My Need            Benjamin Watkins, organ
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SERMON 
A Shepherd Who Gathers his Sheep
Reverend John Napoli

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH           The Apostle’s Creed (traditional) 
I Believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER             
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
CALL TO OFFERING              Reverend John Napoli
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                           Reverend John Napoli
THE POSTLUDE         Live Into Hope             Benjamin Watkins, organ
UPC Prayer List - Email requests to:  pastor.upcbloomington@gmail.com.
Evelyn Rose   Shea Henry   Troy Hill   Vera Heitink   Judie Iverson   Sue Lorimer  
Billy & Mary Lou Rhoades  Ceci Schuman  Alexander de Vos van Wael  Nora vander Heijden
His Eyes Mission in Honduras        Nyaka AIDS Orphans Project in Uganda
Our students as they face these difficult times      Our military men and women
Sheriff, Deputies, Police, Doctors, RNs, LPNs, CNAs, Med Techs and EMTs

The Mission of Paoli First Presbyterian Church is “To develop our fellowship as followers of Jesus Christ through joyful worship, prayer, Christian witness and compassionate outreach. In Rev. Robert Turner’s words, we’re a family-sized congregation with a community-wide vision. 

We are an open, welcoming, and accepting congregation. A significant part of our worship service is sharing personal joys and concerns. We are a small, but active church. 2020 presented many obstacles, and our congregation met them: We worshipped socially distanced face to socially distanced face. We shared worship via Zoom. We were inspired by our Zoom folks who shared sermons, prayers and joys & concerns. We thought it best to limit singing to one verse, and eliminated the congregational prayer hymn in favor of a prayer poem shared by a participant each week. We made changes. We adapted for the greater good. 

We partnered with the Orange County Community Foundation and the Lost River Marker to create a certified community kitchen. We receive requests through our Fish Wagon Ministry and have budgeted as much as 10% of our income to Community ministries.  Several years ago, the congregation rebuilt our church to be available to community uses including Thanksgiving Dinner and the Circuit Judge’s High School Sports Dinner. 

