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United Presbyterian Church Worship Guide 
May 9, 2021      The Ascension of the Lord 

Sixth Sunday of Easter
Mother’s Day
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                      Reverend John Napoli
PRELUDE   Holy, Holy, Holy – Benjamin Watkins, piano

       
Call to Worship                                                                   Elder Alejandra Haddad, liturgist

Liturgist:
Clap your hands, all you peoples; shout to God with loud songs of joy.



People:
God is awesome. Sing praises to God.


Liturgist:
For God is the ruler of all the earth; sing praises with a psalm.

People:
Clap your hands, all you peoples; worship God with songs of joy.


Liturgist:
Let us worship the Ascended Lord!

PASSING OF THE PEACE


Liturgist:

The peace of Christ be with you.


People:

And also with you.


Liturgist:

Let us share the peace with one another.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison with Liturgist)
Almighty God, you have raised Jesus from death to life, and crowned him Lord of all.  We confess that we have not bowed before him or acknowledged his rule in our lives.  We have gone along with the ways of the world and failed to give him glory.  Forgive us, and raise us from sin, that we may be your faithful people, obeying the commands of our Lord Jesus Christ, who rules the world

and is head of the church, his body.  In the name of Jesus of Nazareth, we pray.   Amen.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE (Liturgist)
The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. I declare to you, in the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. As God's own people, be merciful in action, kindly in heart, humble in mind. Be always ready to forgive as freely as God has forgiven you. And, above everything else, be loving, and never forget to be thankful for what Christ has done for you.  Amen.
The Gospel Lesson                         Acts 1: 1-11
Liturgist: The word of the Lord        
People: Thanks be to God
MUSIC MEDITATION              Rejoice, the Lord is King                         Benjamin Watkins, piano
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SERMON 
The Ascension of the Lord
Reverend John Napoli
(Segment one of a 23 sermon series titled
The Acts of the Apostles)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH           The Apostle’s Creed (traditional) 
I Believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER             
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
CALL TO OFFERING              Reverend John Napoli
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                           Reverend John Napoli
POSTLUDE        All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name           Benjamin Watkins, organ
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Pyoca, Mike Davis, Director.  We give thanks for the beauty of spring and the ability to come together safely for in-person camp this summer. We ask for prayers for our campers, staff, and volunteers who will be seeking joy and respite at Pyoca after nearly two years away from camp. We pray for their health and safety, that they may thrive in our socially distanced community, and come to know themselves and our Creator more deeply. Lift up our camper parents and families as they send their children to us after a year of distancing and isolation. May all who enter this space in the coming months find rest and reassurance that they will always find God in this beloved community.
