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United Presbyterian Church Worship Guide 
July 4, 2021 – Deacons Sunday & Independence Day
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                      The Reverend John Napoli
PRELUDE       The Church’s One Foundation          Benjamin Watkins, organ
This week’s Sanctuary Flowers are placed by Jim Haverstock in loving memory of his late wife, Sue. Her birthday was July 2 and Monday would be their 47th anniversary.
       
Call to Worship                                                                            Elder Bob Hammel, liturgist

Liturgist:
God is great and does wondrous things.


People:
Teach us your way O God.

Liturgist:
God helps and comforts us.

People:
God is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and mercy.


Liturgist: 
Come and worship God. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE


Liturgist:

The peace of Christ be with you.


People:

And also with you.


Liturgist:

Let us share the peace with one another.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison with Liturgist)
Creator God, you breathed the breath of life into every one of your children. You know our every need and care for us faithfully.  Yet, we fail to follow your call and your guidance.  We lack courage to care for all people, those who differ from us, those who demand too much, those who take up our time with petty concerns.  We are impatient with one another and carelessly harm each other with quick and hurtful words.  Have mercy upon us for resisting new insights you offer and new challenges you give to us.  Enlarge our world to include all your children.  In the name of Christ who lived and loved fully we pray.  Amen.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE (Liturgist)
The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. I declare to you, in the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. As God's own people, be merciful in action, kindly in heart, humble in mind. Be always ready to forgive as freely as God has forgiven you. And, above everything else, be loving, and never forget to be thankful for what Christ has done for you.  Amen.
The First New Testament Lesson                         Acts 6:  1 - 7
The Second New Testament Lesson                         Acts 6:  8 - 15
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Liturgist: The word of the Lord        People: Thanks be to God
MUSIC MEDITATION          My Shepherd Will Supply My Need          Benjamin Watkins, organ
SERMON                                         Growing Pains                                          Reverend John Napoli
The eighth of twenty-three in The Acts of the Apostles sermon series.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH           The Apostle’s Creed (traditional) 
I Believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.
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Holy Communion                            Reverend John Napoli

Music for Preparation–Let Us Break Bread Together–Benjamin Watkins, piano
The Invitation
Celebration of the Sacrament   Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER             
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

CALL TO OFFERING              Reverend John Napoli
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                           Reverend John Napoli 
POSTLUDE      Called as Partners in Christ’s Service      Benjamin Watkins, piano
UPC Prayer List - Email requests to:  pastor.upcbloomington@gmail.com.
The family of Judie Iverson as they mourn her loss

Evelyn Rose   Shea Henry   Troy Hill   Sue Lorimer & grandson Roby Lorimer
Olivia McKenzie   Ceci Schuman     Nora vander Heijden
His Eyes Mission in Honduras   Nyaka AIDS Orphans Project in Uganda
Medical professionals from coast to coast     Monroe County’s law enforcement officers

Mary Lou Rhoades – prayer, cards and letters would be appreciated.  Visitors, sign the book.  To mail: Mary Lou Rhoades; Bell Trace; 800 N. Bell Trace Circle, #154; Bloomington, IN 47408
Churches Seeking Pastoral Leadership.  Several POV congregations are in search of pastoral leadership. Currently, four pastor nominating committees (PNCs) are in place. Other sessions are seeking part-time stated supply pastors. Others are exploring types of pastoral leadership that will best help them be in ministry to one another and their communities. Pray for all involved in the search for pastoral leadership, for pastors searching a new call and for the committee on ministry and POV staff helping guide congregations and pastors in transition.  
