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United Presbyterian Church Worship Guide 
July 18, 2021 – Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                      The Reverend John Napoli
PRELUDE       Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God         Benjamin Watkins, piano
       
Call to Worship                                                                        Elder Darian McBride, liturgist

Liturgist:
Come all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I 


will give you rest.


People:
God is gentle and will give rest for our souls.


Liturgist:
Let us find joy and gladness in our worship.


People:
We will give God praise forever and ever.


Liturgist: 
Let us worship the God of Life. 
PASSING OF THE PEACE


Liturgist:

The peace of Christ be with you.


People:

And also with you.


Liturgist:

Let us share the peace with one another.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison with Liturgist)
God of blessing, forgive us for our ingratitude for your creation, your creatures, and your people.  We are all your children, yet we are neglectful of those who have less than we do.  We find it too inconvenient to follow you.  Forgive us for offering prayers for others and letting it go at that.  Forgive us for honoring you with our words and actions today and then forgetting all about you when we get home.  We pray for ourselves and each other in the name of Christ, our healer we pray.  Amen.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE (Liturgist)
The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. I declare to you, in the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.  May the God of mercy, who forgives you all your sins, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen.
The First New Testament Lesson      Acts 8: 4 - 17 (pew Bible p.837; large print p.1688)
The Second New Testament Lesson      Acts 8: 18 - 25 (pew Bible p.837; lg print p.1689)
Liturgist: The word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God
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MUSIC MEDITATION    We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight      Benjamin Watkins, organ
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SERMON
Simon the Sorcerer
Reverend John Napoli
The tenth installment of twenty-three in
The Acts of the Apostles sermon series.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH           The Apostle’s Creed (traditional) 
I Believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER             
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

CALL TO OFFERING              Reverend John Napoli
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                           Reverend John Napoli 
POSTLUDE        Blessed Assurance       Benjamin Watkins, piano
UPC Prayer List - Email requests to:  pastor.upcbloomington@gmail.com.
Evelyn Rose   Shea Henry   Troy Hill   Sue Lorimer & grandson Roby Lorimer
Berta Wenneker        Olivia McKenzie   Ceci Schuman     Nora vander Heijden
His Eyes Mission in Honduras   Nyaka AIDS Orphans Project in Uganda
Medical professionals from coast to coast     Monroe County’s law enforcement officers

Mary Lou Rhoades – prayer, cards and letters.  Visitors, sign the book.  Mail: Mary Lou Rhoades; Bell Trace; 800 N. Bell Trace Circle, #154; Bloomington, IN 47408  
First Presbyterian Seymour, pastored by Rev. Scott Hookey, is a church of 120 members.  Over the winter a group of members sought to interview each member to get their impressions of the church and its meaning for them.  At the top of the list was that First is a church that supports one another throughout all of life. Nurturing personal relationships, enjoying fellowship and supporting each other in times of need is paramount. Beyond that, the church seeks to draw from that strength to reach the community and continually searches for ways to extend the grace of God into our community.  As a congregation, we continue to pray for each other and our church family as we seek safe and appropriate ways to reopen this summer.  As with most churches, we covet the prayers of others as we discern our way.   

