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United Presbyterian Church Worship Guide 
July 25, 2021 – Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                      The Reverend John Napoli
PRELUDE       Take My Life          Aleksey Artemyev, piano
       
Call to Worship                                                           Deacon Patrick Nyarko, liturgist
Liturgist:
Accept our offering of praise, O God.

People:
God's word is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path.

Liturgist:
Accept our offering of praise.

People:
O God, give us life according to your word.  Your word is the joy of our hearts.

Liturgist: 
God hears us and holds us in this time of worship.
PASSING OF THE PEACE


Liturgist:

The peace of Christ be with you.


People:

And also with you.


Liturgist:

Let us share the peace with one another.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison with Liturgist)
Loving God, God of truth and fairness, we confess that being faithful to you often means disturbing the status quo.  We are reluctant to do that.  We long to do your will and yet we fall short of it.  We strive to do the right thing and yet we find ourselves in conflict with others.  We would rather compete with each other rather than work together.  Give us courage to trust in you.  Life-Giving God, you have given us the gift of your word, a lamp to our feet and a light for our journey.  But we fail to follow.  Help us to do what we proclaim.  Breathe your loving spirit into us and lead us in the path of truth.  In the name of Christ, our Savior we pray.  Amen.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE (Liturgist)
Hear the good news!  The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.  He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, that we might be dead to sin, and alive to all that is good.  I declare to you in the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.  Amen.
The First New Testament Lesson      Acts 8: 26 - 35 (pew Bible p.837; large print p.1689)
The Second New Testament Lesson      Acts 8: 36 - 40 (pew Bible p.838; large print p.1690)
Liturgist: The word of the Lord             People: Thanks be to God
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MUSIC MEDITATION    Just As I Am, Without One Plea      Aleksey Artemyev, piano
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SERMON
St. Philip and the Ethiopian
Reverend John Napoli
The eleventh installment of twenty-three in
The Acts of the Apostles sermon series.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH           The Apostle’s Creed (traditional) 
I Believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER             
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

CALL TO OFFERING              Reverend John Napoli
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                           Reverend John Napoli 
POSTLUDE        Blest Be the Tie That Binds       Aleksey Artemyev, piano
Aleksey Artemyev is a doctoral graduate in piano performance from Jacobs School of Music, IU. Currently residing in Bloomington, he’s an avid pedagogue and multi-faceted performer.

UPC Prayer List - Email requests to:  pastor.upcbloomington@gmail.com.
Evelyn Rose   Shea Henry   Sue Lorimer & grandson Roby Lorimer   Joy Kennedy
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Olivia McKenzie   Ceci Schuman     Nora vander Heijden   Berta Wenneker
His Eyes Mission in Honduras     Nyaka AIDS Orphans Project in Uganda
Medical professionals      Monroe County’s law enforcement officers

UPC’s elementary, middle school, high school, college and grad school students as they return to their studies during these difficult times.

Mary Lou Rhoades – prayer, cards and letters.  Visitors, sign the book.  Mail: Mary Lou Rhoades; Bell Trace; 800 N. Bell Trace Circle, #154; Bloomington, IN 47408  
Bethany Presbyterian Church in Spencer
