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United Presbyterian Church Worship Guide 
August 29, 2021 – Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS            The Reverend John Napoli
PRELUDE   Lord of Our Growing Years   Benjamin Watkins, organ
       
Call to Worship                                                                        Deacon Vera Heitink, liturgist

Liturgist:
Come let us worship God, rejoicing in God's loving care for us.


People:
We bring all our differences and yet we worship together in unity.

Liturgist:
God is merciful to all. O the depth of the riches and wisdom and



knowledge of God!


People:
Through God all things are made.


Liturgist: 
Let us worship God.
PASSING OF THE PEACE


Liturgist:

The peace of Christ be with you.


People:

And also with you.


Liturgist:

Let us share the peace with one another.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison with Liturgist)
God of strength and gentleness, we confess to you our weaknesses.  Forgive us our apathy when others are hurting and we could make a difference.  Forgive us our lack of persistence when an urgent need must be met and no one seems to care.  Like the woman, give us a faith that will not give up.  Give us the hope that is founded on your presence.  Give us the courage to let our actions speak louder than our words.  Through Christ, who loved, healed, and cared for all God's children.  Amen.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE (Liturgist)
The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting.  I declare to you, in the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.  May the God of mercy, who forgives you all your sins, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life.  Amen.
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The First New Testament Lesson   Acts 15:1 - 11 (pew Bible p844; lrg print p1702)
The Second New Testament Lesson  Acts 15:12-21 (pew Bible p844; lrg print p1703)
Liturgist: The word of the Lord             People: Thanks be to God
MUSIC MEDITATION        Love Divine, All Loves Excelling        Benjamin Watkins, organ
SERMON                          The Jerusalem Council                                             Reverend John Napoli
The sixteenth installment of twenty-three in The Acts of the Apostles sermon series.
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH           The Apostle’s Creed (traditional) 
I Believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.
Reception of New Members

by Reverend John Napoli and Clerk of Session Don Root

New Active Members:  Ann M. Gilbert           Sarah Napoli
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER             
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

CALL TO OFFERING*              Reverend John Napoli
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                           Reverend John Napoli 
POSTLUDE       I Love to Tell the Story     Benjamin Watkins, piano
UPC Prayer List - Email requests to:  pastor.upcbloomington@gmail.com.
Evelyn Rose    Shea Henry    Roby Lorimer     Joy Kennedy
Olivia McKenzie   Ceci Schuman     Nora vander Heijden   Berta Wenneker
His Eyes Mission in Honduras        Nyaka AIDS Orphans Project in Uganda
Medical professionals     Monroe County’s law enforcement   Teachers
UPC’s elementary to grad school students    Our military men and women around the world
Mary Lou Rhoades – prayer, cards and letters.  Visitors, please sign the guest book.  
Mail: Mary Lou Rhoades; Bell Trace; 800 N. Bell Trace Circle, #154; Bloomington, IN 47408
Vernon Presbyterian Church is in Vernon, a small town and the county seat. The church was founded in 1825 and the Greek Style building was built in the early 1830's and we continue to worship in the original building with 6-14 each Sunday.   AA meets here daily and we made a room available for a homeless gentleman who lives here and helps care for the grounds and we support the Good Samaritan Food Pantry. We sponsor Christmas gifts for 12 children in need and their families and members also volunteer with various groups in our community.  We resumed in-person Worship on June 14 and look forward to a traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight and Communion service. Worship leads us in our mission, and mission draws us back to worship. Pray for our congregation, our Elders and Pastor, Rev. Michael Bean. Pray for enthusiasm and energy in mission, spiritual revival in worship, and faithful discipleship in service. God continues to lead us into our community to share the love and grace of Jesus. 
