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United Presbyterian Church Worship Guide 
September 12, 2021 – Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS            The Reverend John Napoli
Prelude in C Major BWV 870 – J.S. Bach – Benjamin Watkins, organ
       
Call to Worship                                                                  Deacon Michelle Heitink, liturgist

Liturgist:
We are standing here on holy ground.


People:
O give thanks to God and call upon God's name.


Liturgist:
God calls us and promises to be with us in all of life.


People:
Sing to God and praise God's holy name.


Liturgist: 
Let our hearts rejoice in the wonderful works God has done.
PASSING OF THE PEACE


Liturgist:

The peace of Christ be with you.


People:

And also with you.


Liturgist:

Let us share the peace with one another.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison with Liturgist)
God of merciful kindness, we confess to you our failures.  You have called us to be your people and like Moses, we find excuses.  You promise to be with us but we turn from you and worship false gods.  Like Peter, we are stumbling blocks rather than proclaimers of the good news of your love for us.  We confess our failure to hold fast to what is good; To love one another with mutual affection; To be patient in suffering; To contribute to the needs of others and to be hospitable to all your children.  O God, give us wisdom to discern what is right, courage to deny ourselves and strength to turn to you for all things. In the name and for the sake of Jesus the Christ we pray.  Amen.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE (Liturgist)
Hear the good news!  Who is in a position to condemn?  Only Christ, and Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us.  Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.  The old life has gone; a new life has begun.  Know that you are forgiven and be at peace.  Amen.
The New Testament Lesson   Acts 18: 18 - 28 (pew Bible p847; large print p1709)
Liturgist: The word of the Lord             People: Thanks be to God
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MUSIC MEDITATION        Blest Be the Tie That Binds        Benjamin Watkins, piano
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SERMON
Priscilla, Aquila and Apollos
Reverend John Napoli
The eighteenth installment of twenty-three
in The Acts of the Apostles sermon series.
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH           The Apostle’s Creed (traditional) 
I Believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER             
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

CALL TO OFFERING              Reverend John Napoli
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                           Reverend John Napoli
POSTLUDE    Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee     Benjamin Watkins, organ
UPC Prayer List - Email requests to:  pastor.upcbloomington@gmail.com.
Evelyn Rose    Julie Hammel   Shea Henry    Roby Lorimer
Olivia McKenzie   Ceci Schuman     Nora vander Heijden   Berta Wenneker
His Eyes Mission in Honduras        Nyaka AIDS Orphans Project in Uganda
UPC’s elementary to grad school students    Our military men and women around the world
Mary Lou Rhoades – prayer, cards and letters.  Visitors, please sign the guest book.  
Mail: Mary Lou Rhoades; Bell Trace; 800 N. Bell Trace Circle, #154; Bloomington, IN 47408
United Presbyterian of Clinton opened in 1956 by merger of 1st PC and Hillcrest Mission of POV to help immigrants learn English, fellowship and find jobs in area coal mines. First PC of Clinton started in the late 1800s and in 1896, built the brick structure we currently worship in. An addition was built in 1915 and a pipe organ was installed – we still use it! Now in its 10th year, a major mission is Vermillion County Food Bank serving 400 families a month (schools have 50% free/reduced lunch rate). Food comes from Catholic Charities, churches, members, businesses and civic groups. To the regret of all, this has been on hold for many months. We began Trinity Parish (Clinton, Montezuma & Rockville) in 2011. Rev. Cheryl Montgomery was called just before the pandemic. We appreciate her guidance and grace. 

