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United Presbyterian Church Worship Guide 
September 26, 2021 – Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS            The Reverend John Napoli
PRELUDE – Adagio from Opus 19 – L. Beethoven – Benjamin Watkins, piano   
Call to Worship                                                                             Jim Haverstock, liturgist

Liturgist:
God is my strength and my might.


People:
Praise God for all God's greatness and power.


Liturgist:
God is majestic in holiness and awesome in splendor.


People:
Every knee shall bow, and every tongue shall give praise to God.


Liturgist: 
Let us approach God through Worship!
PASSING OF THE PEACE


Liturgist:

The peace of Christ be with you.


People:

And also with you.


Liturgist:

Let us share the peace with one another.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison with Liturgist)
God of love, we come to you now to confess our sins. We confess that we have been selfish and wasteful in the use of the gifts and talents you have given us. Like the servant, we tend to hoard things, lacking faith that enough will be provided. We give in to temptations we encounter and take for granted the blessings you give. We get carried away with our getting and spending and forget about giving and sharing. Forgive us our selfishness.  Forgive us our squandering.  Forgive us our petty grudges which we carry endlessly.  Restore us now in courage and faith and help us to love each other as Christ has taught. In his name we pray.  Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE (Liturgist)
The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. I declare to you, in the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. As God's own people, be merciful in action, kindly in heart, humble in mind. Be always ready to forgive as freely as God has forgiven you. And, above everything else, be loving, and never forget to be thankful for what Christ has done for you.  Amen.
The First New Testament Lesson   Acts 21: 27 - 36 (pew Bible p850; large print p1715)
The Second New Testament Lesson   Acts 21: 37 – 22: 2 (pew Bible p850; large print p1716)

Liturgist: The word of the Lord             People: Thanks be to God
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MUSIC MEDITATION        Here I Am, Lord        Benjamin Watkins, piano
[image: image3.jpg]



SERMON
St. Paul Arrested
Reverend John Napoli
The twentieth installment of twenty-three
in The Acts of the Apostles sermon series.
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH           The Apostle’s Creed (traditional) 
I Believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER             
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

CALL TO OFFERING              Reverend John Napoli
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                           Reverend John Napoli
POSTLUDE       Abide with Me     Benjamin Watkins, organ
UPC Prayer List - Email requests to:  pastor.upcbloomington@gmail.com.
Evelyn Rose    Julie Hammel   Shea Henry    Roby Lorimer
Olivia McKenzie   Nora vander Heijden   Berta Wenneker
His Eyes Mission in Honduras        Nyaka AIDS Orphans Project in Uganda
UPC’s elementary to grad school students    Our military men and women around the world
Mary Lou Rhoades – prayer, cards and letters.  Visitors, please sign the guest book.  
Mail: Mary Lou Rhoades; Bell Trace; 800 N. Bell Trace Circle, #154; Bloomington, IN 47408
Rockville Memorial Presbyterian Church in Rockville, is a gem in the hearts of its friends and members. While small, 20-25 members, we cherish our history and hopes for bringing the walk of Jesus into the hearts of each of us. We have taken on Rockville Correctional Facility for Women as the focus of our mission work. We do an annual clothing drive so women who’re returning home are well-dressed for work and for participating in their community. Our congregation, while snowy of head, continues to keep our hearts and souls energized through the support of Trinity Parish. Elders have stepped forward to pray, prepare lessons, lead music and help one another through troubles as we have searched for a minister - happily completed with Reverend Cheryl Montgomery coming to us in mid-September.
