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United Presbyterian Church Worship Guide
November 28, 2021      First Sunday of Advent
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                        Elder Allen Pease                           
PRELUDE          Prepare the Way, O Zion          Benjamin Watkins, organ
Lighting of the Advent Wreath

The Candle of Hope – John & Colleen Swanson
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                              Sami Haddad, Liturgist
Liturgist:
God welcomes all who enter here.

All:

Come to us, God of peace, as we give thanks to Your name.

Liturgist:

We ask for peace within these walls. God's promises of love are for all people.

All:

We are glad to be in God's presence this day.

Liturgist:
Come to us, God of peace.

PASSING OF THE PEACE


Liturgist:

The peace of Christ be with you.


People:

And also with you.


Liturgist:

Let us share the peace with one another.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison with Liturgist)
Most Holy God, this Advent season marks a time of watching and waiting.  But we are not a very patient people.  And we aren't really sure what we are expecting.  God forgive us our lack of faith in your presence, your faithfulness, and your unconditional love for us.  Help us to make this advent a holy time; a time filled with a search for peace in our world, in our communities, and in ourselves.  Faithful God, forgive us our lack of readiness and our apathy.  Surprise us again with your presence and Your peace…Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE (Liturgist)
The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. I declare to you, in the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. As God's own people, be merciful in action, kindly in heart, humble in mind. Be always ready to forgive as freely as God has forgiven you. And, above everything else, be loving, and never forget to be thankful for what Christ has done for you.    Amen.
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THE Old Testament LESSON     Jeremiah 33: 14-16 (pew Bible p. 609; Large Print p. 1222)
THE NEW TESTAMENT LESSON      Luke 21: 25-36 (pew Bible p. 805; Large Print p. 1623)
Liturgist: The word of the Lord

People: Thanks be to God

MUSIC MEDITATION                       People, Look East                        Benjamin Watkins, piano
SERMON                                                                                                           Aida Haddad, MDiv
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                   The Apostle’s Creed (traditional) 
I Believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
CALL TO OFFERING                                      Aida Haddad, MDiv
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                           Aida Haddad, MDiv
THE POSTLUDE        Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne         Benjamin Watkins, piano
UPC Prayer List - Email requests to:  pastor.upcbloomington@gmail.com
Evelyn Rose    Julie Hammel   Shea Henry    Roby Lorimer   Olivia McKenzie

Mary Lou Rhoades   Niki Stratigos   Betty Thacker    

Nora vander Heijden   Berta Wenneker   Bill Worden 

His Eyes Mission in Honduras led by Felipe & Valerie Colby 
Nyaka AIDS Orphans Project in Uganda led by Jackson Kaguri
Police, Firefighters, First Responders and Medical Professional

UPC’s elementary to grad school students    
Our military men and women around the world
Hanover College, Rev. Catherine Knott, Chaplain.  We’ve lost a student to a sudden death recently, so we covet prayer for their family and our campus community. We also have several students mourning the death of parents/grandparents and I know they will appreciate your prayers, too.  Also, students will be returning from Thanksgiving break to face their final exams. Please pray that they may do their best on these exams.
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A Poinsettia Display is an Advent tradition at UPC.  The Worship Team is again getting our Poinsettia’s from the Symphony Orchestra annual sale.  Always lush and beautiful, cost is $14 per pot.  You may choose red or white and dedicate your poinsettia(s), simply note it on the sign-up sheet in the Narthex.  This Sunday is the last day to sign up.
