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United Presbyterian Church Worship Guide
December 12, 2021      Third Sunday of Advent
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                        The Reverend John Napoli                           
PRELUDE          In the Bleak Midwinter          Benjamin Watkins, organ
Lighting of the Advent Wreath

The Candle of Joy – The Nyarko Family
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                    Deacon Patrick Nyarko, Liturgist
Liturgist:
Happy are those whose hope is in God who made the earth and sea and all the creatures in them.

People:
We seek God who keeps faith forever.

Liturgist:
We seek that God who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to the hungry.

People:
We seek God who sets those imprisoned free, who opens the eyes of those who fail to see clearly.

Liturgist:
Praise God who brings hope to all generations.
PASSING OF THE PEACE


Liturgist:

The peace of Christ be with you.


People:

And also with you.


Liturgist:

Let us share the peace with one another.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison with Liturgist)
God of hope and peace, God of strength and gentleness, remind us again in this Advent Season of the holy way for God's people to travel.  Forgive us for failing to see your joy and majesty.  Forgive us for being 
weak in serving you.  Forgive us for failing to see the glory of your creation where waters can break forth in the wilderness and the deserts shall bring forth beauty.  Open our eyes to see your promises.  Open our ears to hear the good news of your love for all your children.  Quench our thirst with showers of your love for us. Through Christ we pray.  
Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE (Liturgist)
Hear the good news!  The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, that we might be dead to sin, and alive to all 
that is good. I declare to you in the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.  
Amen.

THE EPISTLE LESSON     Philippians   4:4-7 (pew Bible p. 895; Large Print p. 1810)
Liturgist: The word of the Lord

People: Thanks be to God

HYMN                                                    O Come, All Ye Faithful                                                    #41
SERMON                                             The Lord is Near                                          Rev. John Napoli          
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                   The Apostle’s Creed (traditional) 
I Believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
CALL TO OFFERING                                      Rev. John Napoli
HYMN            Angels We Have Heard on High                 #23

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                          Rev. John Napoli
POSTLUDE        Greensleeves       Benjamin Watkins, piano
UPC Prayer List - Email requests to:  pastor.upcbloomington@gmail.com
Evelyn Rose    Julie Hammel   Shea Henry    Roby Lorimer   Olivia McKenzie

Mary Lou Rhoades   Niki Stratigos   Betty Thacker    

Nora vander Heijden   Berta Wenneker   Bill Worden 

His Eyes Mission in Honduras         Nyaka AIDS Orphans Project in Uganda

Police, Firefighters, First Responders and Medical Professional

UPC’s elementary to grad school students    Our military men and women around the world
The Poinsettia Display is an Advent tradition at UPC.   We thank the 2021 Sponsors

Fadi & Aline Haddad in Loving Memory of May Hamati & Fuad Haddad

Souheil & Ale Haddad in Loving Memory of our Grandparents & Fuad Haddad
Bob & Julie Hammel in gratitude of the friendship with Mary Lou Rhoades & Betty Thacker
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James Haverstock in loving memory of Suzann Haverstock
Michelle Heitink – In Loving Memory of Dennis Schuman
Andy Hill                     Lance & Karen Like      Virginia McCartney

Bob & Sue Lorimer in loving memory of Mable Mather and Joe & Fran Masters
Allen Pease in loving memory of Raymond & Rose Klucznik

Karim & Eugenia Spir in loving memory of Mario Suarez Melo
Odette Spir in celebration of her family in Colombia
John & Colleen Swanson in celebration of the birth of three greatgrandchildren in 2021
