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United Presbyterian Church Worship Guide
December 26, 2021      First Sunday of Christmas
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                       Elder Allen Pease                           
PRELUDE                 James LaVelle, piano
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                              Jim Haverstock, Liturgist
Liturgist:
Happy are those whose hope is in God who made the earth and sea and all the creatures in them.

People:
We seek God who keeps faith forever.

Liturgist:
We seek that God who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to the hungry.

People:
We seek God who sets those imprisoned free, who opens the eyes of those who fail to see clearly.

Liturgist:
Praise God who brings hope to all generations.
PASSING OF THE PEACE


Liturgist:

The peace of Christ be with you.


People:

And also with you.


Liturgist:

Let us share the peace with one another.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison with Liturgist)
Merciful God, in your gracious presence we confess our sin and the sin of this world. Although Christ is among us as our peace, we are a people divided against ourselves as we cling to the values of a broken world.  The profit and pleasures we pursue lay waste to the land and pollute the seas.  The fears and jealousies that we harbor set neighbor against neighbor and nation against nation.  We abuse your good gifts of imagination and freedom, of intellect and reason, and have turned them into bonds of oppression.  Lord, have mercy upon us; heal and forgive us.  Set us free to serve you in the world as agents of your reconciling love in Jesus Christ.  Amen.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE (Liturgist)
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God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which God loved us, even when we were dead through our sin, made us alive together with Christ and raised us up with him.  For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God.  Amen.
THE FIRST LESSON     Isaiah 52: 7 - 10   (pew Bible p. 564; Large Print p. 1137)
THE SECOND LESSION    Psalm 98   (pew Bible p. 455; Large Print p. 923)

John 1: 1-14   (pew Bible p. 809; Large Print p. 1632)
Liturgist: The word of the Lord

People: Thanks be to God

HYMN                          Spirit of the Living God                  #322
SERMON                                               ADVENTure!                            The Reverend David Rosen  
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                   The Apostle’s Creed (traditional) 
I Believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
CALL TO OFFERING                                      Rev. David Rosen
CLOSING HYMN          Joy to the World           #40
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                          Rev. David Rosen
POSTLUDE          James LaVelle, piano
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His Eyes Mission in Honduras led by Felipe & Valerie Colby
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Our military men and women around the world
