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United Presbyterian Church Worship Guide
January 2, 2022      Second Sunday of Christmas
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                       Elder Allen Pease                           
PRELUDE                 Benjamin Watkins, piano
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                              Elder Don Root, Liturgist

Liturgist:
Caretaking God, come, unleash the mystery of your power.


People:
Restore us, O God of hosts and give us life.


Liturgist:
Restore us with your strength.


People:
Renew us and give us vision.


Liturgist:
Give us life as we call upon your name.
PASSING OF THE PEACE


Liturgist:

The peace of Christ be with you.


People:

And also with you.


Liturgist:

Let us share the peace with one another.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison with Liturgist)
Sometimes, O God, we are no better than Joseph.  Sometimes we want to dismiss you quietly, embarrassed by our own trust in you.  Forgive us 
those times when we have denied you, when we have looked the other way in the face of another's need for us.  Emmanuel, God with us, 
forgive us for not recognizing the signs of You among us. Forgive us our unfaithfulness, for the times it was easier to do something other than follow you.  Increase our love for one another and our love for you.  Through Christ we pray.  Amen.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE (Liturgist)
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Hear the good news!  Who is in a position to condemn?  Only Christ, and Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us.  Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.  The old life has gone; a new life has begun.  Know that you are forgiven and be at peace.  Amen.
THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON     Isaiah 63: 7-9   (pew Bible p573; Large Print p1154)
THE NEW TESTAMENT LESSION    Matthew 2: 13-23   (pew Bible p738; Large Print p1487)

Liturgist: The word of the Lord

People: Thanks be to God

HYMN                                                          #TBA
SERMON                               The Holy Refugees                  The Reverend Doctor John VanderZee        
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                   The Apostle’s Creed (traditional) 
I Believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
CALL TO OFFERING                                      Rev. Dr. John VanderZee
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This is the final Sunday the PC(USA) Christmas Joy Offering will be received.  Joy Offering envelopes are in the Narthex.

CLOSING HYMN                     #TBA
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                          Rev. Dr. John VanderZee
POSTLUDE          Benjamin Watkins, piano
UPC Prayer List - Email requests to:  pastor.upcbloomington@gmail.com
Evelyn Rose    Shea Henry    Roby Lorimer    Bob & Sue Lorimer

Olivia McKenzie   Rev. John Napoli   Mary Lou Rhoades   Niki Stratigos  Niki Stratigos   
Betty Thacker    Nora vander Heijden     Berta Wenneker  
Safe journey for those holiday travelling to and from Bloomington
His Eyes Mission in Honduras led by Felipe & Valerie Colby

         Nyaka AIDS Orphans Project in Uganda led by Jackson Kaguri
Police, Firefighters, First Responders and Medical Professional

UPC’s elementary to grad school students
Our military men and women around the world
