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First Sunday in Lent

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                          The Reverend John Napoli   
                        
PRELUDE      	        The Lone, Wild Bird	            Benjamin Watkins, piano

CALL TO WORSHIP									Patrick Nyarko
Liturgist:	Let all who are faithful offer prayers to God.
	People:	God preserve us from trouble and surround us with your steadfast love.
	Liturgist:	Shout for joy for happy are those who find God's love.
	People: 	Let us worship God.

PASSING OF THE PEACE (liturgist & congregation)
	Liturgist:	The peace of Christ be with you.
	People:	And also with you.
	Liturgist:	Let us share the peace with one another.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison with Liturgist)
All-knowing God, we come to you this day knowing we have sinned.  We have sought after possessions that would please us, but we know our happiness is only temporary.  We have sought to worship idols of laziness, luxury, and prestige.  But those things do not really bring happiness.  We have sought power over others at their expense and we have not found the happiness we were seeking.  Remind us again this first day of Lent that we must choose life, not death, that we must choose you over what others insist we must do.  Deliver us from evil and be with us this day.  In the name of the Christ we pray.  Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE (Liturgist)
The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting.  I declare to you, in the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.  As God's own people, be merciful in action, kindly in heart, humble in mind.  Be always ready to forgive as freely as God has forgiven you.  And, above everything else, be loving, and never forget to be thankful for what Christ has done for you.  Amen.

THE EPISTLE LESSON   I John 4:7-21 (pew Bible p. 929; Large Print p. 1879)
Liturgist: The word of the Lord    
People: Thanks be to God


MUSIC for MEDITATION      Adagio from K. 280, W. Mozart      Benjamin Watkins, piano

SERMON				God is Love				The Reverend John Napoli
Segment six of the 12 sermon series “All You Need is Love.”
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH—The Apostle’s Creed (traditional) 
I Believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

CALL TO OFFERING       Rev. John Napoli

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION       Rev. John Napoli

POSTLUDE     	What Wondrous Love Is This    	  Benjamin Watkins, organ

UPC Prayer List - Email requests to:  pastor.upcbloomington@gmail.com
Shea Henry    Bob & Sue Lorimer   Amanda Lucas   Olivia McKenzie    Mary Lou Rhoades  
Niki Stratigos   Betty Thacker    Nora vander Heijden     Berta Wenneker	  Allen Pease
His Eyes Mission in Honduras led by Felipe and Valerie Colby
Nyaka AIDS Orphans Project in Uganda led by Jackson Kaguri
Police, Firefighters, First Responders and Medical Professionals
Our elementary, middle school, high school, college and graduate students

First Presbyterian, Bloomington				Rev. Scott Kenefake and Rev. Kelley Jepsen
From its beginning in 1819 as the first organized church in the city of Bloomington, our congregation has always sought and continues to seek to exhibit a faithful, challenging and contemporary Christian witness. Our church is more than a building; it is a community of seekers and disciples in Christ. We believe that a community formed by Christ is also one committed to full hospitality for all of God's children. We worship together, we learn together, we serve together, but most of all, together, we seek to be God's people in an ever-changing world.
We volunteer with local agencies already committed to helping children, elderly, refugees, families, and adults experiencing poverty, hunger, inadequate housing, and/or homelessness. We also travel and work with partners in our national and international mission efforts. We celebrate Christ through joyful worship, faithful teaching and learning, accepting and loving fellowship. We serve community by opening our hearts with acts of hospitality and compassion, offering God's reconciling peace, freedom, and justice. We strive to seek God's will and live by Christ's example. Thank you for your prayers.
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