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United Presbyterian Church Worship Guide

May 1, 2022      Deacons Sunday  Third Sunday of Easter
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                      Reverend John Napoli
PRELUDE             Be Thou My Vision       Benjamin Watkins, piano
    
Call to Worship                                                                Deacon Vera Heitink, liturgist

Liturgist:
God welcomes us here and walks beside us on our journey.


People:
Give God praise and thanks.


Liturgist:
Call upon the name of God and praise God in our midst.


People: 
We are precious in God's sight.


Liturgist:
Let us worship God.
PASSING OF THE PEACE


Liturgist:

The peace of Christ be with you.


People:

And also with you.


Liturgist:

Let us share the peace with one another.
*Opening Hymn
      

           


                The Day of Resurrection   #118
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison with Liturgist)
Almighty and Eternal God, forgive us our indifference to the good news of your love.  We close our eyes to the hurts of the world and yet you call us to recognize you in the life of each other.  Each day we have opportunity to give witness to your great love, and yet we make excuses that we don't have time.  We are side-tracked from doing your will by distractions of our everyday world.  Forgive us our nearsightedness, our apathy, and our lack of courage to do your will.  Make us bold to be your Easter people, proclaiming your love to all the world.  Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE (Liturgist)
Hear the good news!   Who is in a position to condemn?  Only Christ, and Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us.  Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.  The old life has gone; a new life has begun.  Know that you are forgiven
and be at peace.  Amen.

The First Gospel Lesson     Luke 24: 36–49 (pew Bible p808; large print p1631)  
Liturgist: The word of the Lord    
People: Thanks be to God
MUSIC MEDITATION   Impromptu in Gb Major – F. Schubert          Benjamin Watkins, piano
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SERMON 
Not a Ghost
Reverend John Napoli
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH           The Apostle’s Creed (traditional) 
I Believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.
HYMN OF PREPARATION                                             When We Are Living/Pues Si Vivimos #400
Holy Communion                  Reverend John Napoli

The Invitation
Celebration of the Sacrament               Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
CALL TO OFFERING              Reverend John Napoli

*Closing Hymn




My Hope is Built on Nothing Less   #379
 
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                           Reverend John Napoli
THE POSTLUDE                  Swiftly Pass the Clouds of Glory              Benjamin Watkins, organ
UPC Prayer List - Email requests to:  pastor.upcbloomington@gmail.com.
Shea Henry   Olivia McKenzie    Betty Thacker    Nora vander Heijden    Cathy Junken     

Berta Wenneker     His Eyes Mission     Nyaka AIDS Orphans Project
United Presbyterian Church in Cayuga is still shrinking, but still present. We still are an older congregation, too. One positive result: when one has a small church congregation, it makes for a really tight, close-knit family. We participate yearly with Church World Services, PC (USA) missions and with Campus Crusades for Christ. We have an Easter Sunrise Service and Christmas Eve Service which includes food and fellowship after each. At Christmas we gift clothing and a toy to 15 needy children and gift cards for shut-ins. We covet prayers for our small congregation and our session as we search for a part-time pastor. Thank you for keeping us in your prayers. 
