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United Presbyterian Church Worship Guide

May 15, 2022      Fifth Sunday of Easter
WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS and INTRODUCTION of REV. SUSAN McGHEE                                                      Elder Allen Pease
PRELUDE                           I Danced in the Morning                          Benjamin Watkins, piano
    
Call to Worship                                                             Elder Stephanie Worden, liturgist                                                        
Leader.
In the beginning, God made the world.




All that is green, blue, deep, and growing,

People.
The world belongs to God.

Leader.
All that is tender, firm, fragrant, and curious,

People.
The world belongs to God.

Leader.
All that crawls, flies, swims, walks, or is still,

People.
The world belongs to God.

Leader.
All that speaks, sings, cries, laughs, or keeps silence,

People.
The world belongs to God.

Leader.
Alleluia, Christ is risen.

People.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia

*Opening Hymn
      

           


         Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks   #106
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison with Liturgist)
O God of life, eternity cannot hold you,

nor can our little words catch the magnificence of your kindness.

Yet in the space of our small hearts, and in silence, 

you can come close and repair us.

O God of life, grant us your forgiveness 

for our careless thoughts, for our thoughtless deeds, 

for our empty speech and the words with which we wounded.

Grant us your forgiveness for our false desires, 

for our hateful actions, for our wastefulness and for all we left untended…







(all pray in silence)
WORDS OF ASSURANCE (Liturgist)
Praise to the living Christ, hanged on a tree, yet risen in the morning, Christ scatters the sin from our souls as the mist from the hills; Let us welcome the grace of Christ in our hearts to begin what we do, to inform what we say and to redeem who we are.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

Liturgist:

The peace of Christ be with you.


People:

And also with you.


Liturgist:

Let us share the peace with one another.
THE WORD, READ AND PROCLAIMED – Reverend Susan McGhee

Prayer for Illumination

A Lesson from the Hebrew Scriptures: Isaiah 52:7-10 (pew Bible p564; Large print p1137)
The Gospel:  Mark 4:26-32 (pew Bible p767; large print p1546)

Leader: The word of the Lord    

People: Thanks be to God
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SERMON 
Bringing May Flowers
The Reverend Susan C. McGhee
MUSIC MEDITATION            Aria from Op. 11, R. Schumann
         Benjamin Watkins, piano
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH           The Apostle’s Creed (traditional) 
I Believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
CALL TO THE OFFERING
*Closing Hymn



                       

For the Beauty of the Earth #473  
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                           
THE POSTLUDE                  All Things Bright and Beautiful                Benjamin Watkins, piano

Be a beacon of Christ’s love to our community and the world.
