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United Presbyterian Church Worship Guide

August 7, 2022 – Ninth Sunday after Pentecost        
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS          Elder Allen Pease
PRELUDE       The Lone Wild Bird       Benjamin Watkins, piano
Call to Worship                                                                         Deacon Vera Heitink, liturgist

Liturgist:
O give thanks to God. Call on God's name.


People:
Sing to God and tell of all God's wonderful works.


Liturgist:
Let the hearts of those who seek God rejoice.


People:
Remember the wonderful works God has done.


Liturgist: 
Seek God and remember God's promises to always be with us. 
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PASSING OF THE PEACE

Liturgist:

The peace of Christ be with you.

People:

And also with you.

Liturgist:
Let us share the peace with one another.
*Opening Hymn                                          #525 Here I Am Lord
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison with Liturgist)
God of us all, we come to you this day acknowledging our doubts and fears. Sometimes we, like Jacob, trick ourselves into believing that we are the best and that we are right.  We have hurt others and blamed it on them.  We have sold ourselves out to what is easy and not necessarily what is right.  Bless us now with your loving kindness, forgive us, and open us to defend what is right.  Make us trustworthy and true to your will for us.  Through Christ we pray.  Amen.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE (Liturgist)
God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which God loved us, even when we were dead through our sin, made us alive together with Christ and raised us up with him.  For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God.  Amen.
The Old Testament Lesson    I Samuel 3: 1-10 (pew Bible p. 201; large print p. 412)
The New Testament Lesson   John 15: 15-17 (pew Bible p. 825; large print p. 1663)
Elder:  The word of the Lord          People: Thanks be to God
MUSIC for MEDITATION    Great Is Thy Faithfulness   Benjamin Watkins, piano
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Homily
Chosen: What might it mean to

have God tell you to follow Him?                                                              
Guest Speaker Joe Kimmel
AFFIRMATION of FAITH – The Apostle’s Creed (traditional) led by Elder Joe Kimmel
I Believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER                                 Elder Don Root         
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
CALL TO OFFERING                  Elder Don Root               
*Closing Hymn                             #281 Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                                                                        Elder Joe Kimmel
THE POSTLUDE      All Things Bright and Beautiful      Dr. Benjamin Watkins, piano    
*Stand if you are able                  
UPC Prayer List - Email requests to:  upcbloomington@gmail.com.
Shea Henry   Olivia McKenzie    Betty Thacker    Nora vander Heijden    Cathy Junken     
Rev. David Rosen    Berta Wenneker    UPC Session and Deacons as they guide our transition    
UPC’s elementary, middle & high school students plus college and grad students returning to school
First Avenue Presbyterian Church, pastored by Rev. Gene Feagan, serves Evansville.  Our mission is to nurture a diverse and welcoming community, to follow wherever God is leading and make Disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of Evansville and the world!

Today’s Guest Speaker – Joe Kimmel is an elder as well as past clerk and treasurer at Paoli Presbyterian Church.  He’s currently serving as Stated Clerk for the POV.  A retired clinical social worker, He’s worked in mental health systems for over 47 years as a counselor, clinical Director and Executive Director.  In retirement, he serves as secretary of the Paoli Community School’s Board of Directors, on a HUD advisory board for LifeSpring Health Systems, and--an avid beekeeper--is secretary of Beekeepers of Indiana Board.  Joe, as a Christian, is committed to the Passion of Christ.  He has great interest in working with small churches and sessions to revitalize and refocus their purpose as a church. 
