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United Presbyterian Church Worship Guide 

Sunday, December 24, 2023 – Christmas Eve Service       
 

      Welcome and Announcements                               The Reverend Cheryl Montgomery 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

The Candle of Joy – The Nyarko Family 
 

Prelude in C Major from Book 1 of the Well-Tempered Clavier – Bach          Gabriel Bruner, piano               
 

Call to Worship                                                                Members of the Nyarko Family, liturgists 

Liturgist:  Glory to God in the highest! 

People:  And peace to God’s people on earth! 

Liturgist:  To us a child is born, to us a son is given. 

People:  O come let us adore him! 

 

*Opening Hymn                  O Come, All Ye Faithful          #41 

 

Prayer                                                                                    Deacon Patrick Nyarko, liturgist 

Great God, as you came at night when all was still, so enter our lives this night. Illumine our 

paths with the light of Christ’s presence, that we may clearly see the way, the truth, and the 

life of our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen. 
       

Lighting of the Christ Candle Wreath 

The Nyarko Family  
 

First Reading:   Luke 2: 1-7   Reverend Cheryl Montgomery 

Carol:  Away in a Manger #25 (remain seated) 
 

Second Reading:   Luke 2: 8-14   Reverend Cheryl Montgomery 

Carol: Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing #31 (remain seated) 
 

Third Reading:   Luke 2: 15-20   Reverend Cheryl Montgomery  

 Carol:  What Child Is This   #53 (remain seated) 

Leader:  The word of the Lord      People:  Thanks be to God 
 

Sermon          To Us a Child Is Born  Reverend Cheryl Montgomery 

Carol:  On This Day Earth Shall Ring  #46 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Invitation 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come; thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us 
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our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us 

from evil for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 

Communion of the People 

Prayer after Communion 

 

Sharing the Light 

Carol              Silent Night                See page 4 
 

Response of the People 

Pastor:    Christ the Savior is born! 

People:   Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Pastor:    Jesus Christ, the light of the world! 

People:   A light no darkness can overcome. 

Pastor:    Earth shines tonight with heavenly light: 

People:   Jesus Christ, the light of the world! 

 

*Carol        Joy to the World!               See page 5 

 

Benediction        Reverend Cheryl Montgomery 

 

Postlude                  Break Forth, O Beautiful Heavenly Light               Gabriel Bruner, piano 

Please stand if you are able___                                     _______________            ____________ 

Christmas Eve Holy Communion & Sharing the Light 

Elders Darian McBride and Melanie Mathis McBride will stand with Rev. Montgomery 

offering the Communion Cups and Bread.  Congregants will come forward, consume the 

bread and juice, return the cup to the receptacle, then receive a candle from Elders and 

proceed to the outer walls to form a circle around the sanctuary.  Rev. Montgomery will light 

the first candle as we Share the Light from person to person.  Rev. Montgomery will lead us 

in singing Silent Night as we form the Circle of Light.  Deposit your candle in the receptacles 

held by Elders at the rear of the Sanctuary as you depart.    

 

 

 

Thank You Poinsettia Display Sponsors 

 

Jo Barnett   Fadi & Aline Haddad   Souheil & Alejandra Haddad 

Bob & Julie Hammel   Jim Haverstock   Michelle Heitink   Allen Pease   

Don & Anne Root 
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