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United Presbyterian Church 

January 7, 2024 – Holy Communion – Epiphany and Deacons Sunday  

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS       Reverend Cheryl Montgomery 

PRELUDE       O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright       Benjamin Watkins, piano 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                               Deacon Souheil Haddad, liturgist 

Liturgist Arise, shine; for your light has come,  

People and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.  

Liturgist For darkness shall cover the earth,  

People and thick darkness the peoples;  

Liturgist but the Lord will arise upon you,  

People and God’s glory will appear over you.  

Liturgist Nations shall come to your light,  

People and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
 

*Opening Hymn        Arise! Your Light has Come!          #411 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE (liturgist & congregation) 

Lift your eyes and look around. The light of Christ shines in the face 

of each one here. Let us now greet one another, rejoice that we are 

here together, and pass the peace of Christ, our joy and our hope. 

The peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

MUSIC for MEDITATION   De Tierra Lejana Venimos (From a Distant Home)   

Benjamin Watkins, piano 
 

Call to Confession 

God judges the nations with righteousness and answers the poor with justice. Trusting in God’s 

grace, let us confess our sin. 
 

Prayer of Confession (In unison with Liturgist) 

God of glory, you sent Jesus among us as the light of the world, to reveal your love for all 

people. We confess that our sin and pride hide the brightness of your light. We turn away 

from the poor; we ignore cries for justice; we do not strive for peace. In your mercy, cleanse 

us of our sin, and pour out the gifts of your Spirit, that, forgiven and renewed, we may show 

forth your glory shining in the face of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

ASSURANCE of PARDON  

Liturgist As certain as the dawn follows the night, so is the promise of God’s forgiveness and 

love for us all.  Friends, believe the good news of the gospel:   

People In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!  Amen. 
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Prayer for Illumination – liturgist  

Holy One, giver of all light, lift up our hearts and minds to Christ, the morning star that never 

fades. By the light of your Holy Spirit reveal to us your saving Word and lead us to offer our 

lives to you in service and in love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

First Reading:   Isaiah 60: 1-60 (Pew Bible p.570; Large Print p.1148) – Liturgist  

Second Reading:   Ephesians 3: 1-12 (Pew Bible p891; Large Print p1800)–Liturgist   

Gospel Reading:   Matthew 2:1-12 (Pew Bible p.738; Large Print p.1486) – Pastor  

Pastor:  The word of the Lord    People:  Thanks be to God 

 

SERMON            Seeking God’s Light        Reverend Cheryl Montgomery 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH— The Apostle’s Creed (traditional) led by Rev. Montgomery 

I Believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his 

only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day 

he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God 

the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe 

in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 

sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

*Gloria Patri.                                       #579       
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

*Hymn of Preparation           We Three Kings of Orient Are         #66 
 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

Invitation 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come; thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we 

forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 

Breaking of the Bread 

Communion of the People 

Prayer after Communion (In unison with the Pastor) 

God our hope, we give you thanks that you have given us this foretaste of the justice, 

righteousness, and peace of your promised new creation. Strengthen us with this heavenly 

food as we seek to serve your holy realm. Lead us to live in joyful expectation of the coming 

again in glory of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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CALL TO OFFERING   

Deacon’s Offering envelopes are in the Narthex 

Offertory     

*Doxology                           #592 

Prayer of Dedication – Rev. Cheryl Montgomery  

 
*Closing Hymn     As with Gladness Men of Old     #63 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION              Reverend Cheryl Montgomery                           

 

POSTLUDE      Midnight Stars Make Bright the Sky   Dr. Benjamin Watkins, piano 
*Please stand if you are able 

 

UPC Prayer List - Email requests to:  upcbloomington@gmail.com. 

Shea Henry   Olivia McKenzie   Kathleen Olds   Rev. David Rosen    Anita Steverson 

Roby Lorimer    Patty Lucas    

His Eyes Mission in Honduras led by the Colby’s     

Nyaka AIDS Orphans Project in Uganda led by Jackson Kaguri 

Our military men and women around the world 

The people of Ukraine     The people of the Middle East      

Our military men and women stationed around the world 

The faculty and staff of Monroe County United Ministries 

Committees of the Presbytery of Ohio Valley 

Please pray for the following committees and commissions as they continue their work of 

service in 2024:  Board of Trustees, Committee on Ministry, Committee on Preparation for 

Ministry, Nominating Committee, Permanent Judicial Commission, Personnel Committee,  

Presbytery Council and Stewardship Committee. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

United Presbyterian Church Staff 

Pastor – Reverend Cheryl Montgomery 

(317) 260-7378 – pastor.upcbloomington@gmail.com 

Secretary – Allen Pease – office (812) 332-1850; cell (812) 325-7849 

Treasurer–Andy Hill andy@andyhill.us 

Music Director – Benjamin Watkins – (864) 980-7731 

benjamintaylorwatkins@gmail.com  

Christian Education – Melanie Mathis-McBride – susieq_msm@yahoo.com 
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