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United Presbyterian Church 

February 9, 2025  

 

WELCOME            Rev. Carol Barrett 

ANNOUNCEMENTS         Elder Allen Pease 
 

Prelude in C# Minor BWV 849–J.S. Bach                  Benjamin Watkins, piano 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Lamentations)                         Elder Alejandra Haddad, liturgist 

Leader: We gather to recall to mind and have hope. 

People: The loving kindnesses of the Lord indeed never cease! 

Leader: They are new every morning. 

People: Great is God’s faithfulness? 

Leader: “The Lord is my portion,” says my soul.  “Therefore I have hope in God.” 

People: The Lord is good to those who wait for God, who seek God, waiting silently 

For the salvation of the Lord. 

Leader:        Let us worship together in this hope and truth! 

 

 *Opening Hymn        Great Is Thy Faithfulness                  #276      
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE (liturgist & congregation) 

Liturgist:  Called to live as children of light, let us build one 

  another up as we share signs of peace, and words 

  of love. The Peace of the Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Liturgist: Let us share Christ’s peace with one another.   

 

MUSIC for MEDITATION 

From Missa pro defunctis (Requiem)-J. Ockeghem 

       Members of the UPC Quartet 

 

Call to CONFESSION (Liturgist)  

Worship begins each week with a communal acknowledgment that we have failed the task set 

before us. God calls us to live our lives in the way of Jesus, who humbly and justly loved God 

and neighbor. We are called to set ourselves aside, to make the world a better place. Yet, 

because the salvation of the world is ongoing, we fall short. Let us confess our sins before our 

just and merciful Creator so that we may be free to live into our purpose again.  

 

PRAYER of CONFESSION (In Unison with Liturgist) 

Gracious and merciful Lord, we admit our tendency toward being spiritually nearsighted. 

We often react to what we can see, and overact to what we cannot yet see.  We can give up 

after our fifth attempt, when You have something coming on our tenth.  Forgive our 

inpatient faith.  Remind us You are never finished.  Hear now our silent confessions ….  

 

DECLARATION of FORGIVENESS (Liturgist)  

Beloved, God hears us when we cry out. God knows our hearts, despite our failures, and 

treasures the beings that we are. You are forgiven. We are forgiven. You are loved. We are 

loved. Let us live in this peace and find the courage to try again to bring God’s kingdom into 

being, knowing that we will fail again but we are transformed by our small acts of trying.  

 

PRAYER for ILLUMINATION (Liturgist) 

Holy God, as we prepare to read your living Word, open our hearts, our ears and our eyes that 

we may encounter your Spirit.  
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The Old Testament Lesson     Jeremiah 17: 7-10. 14-15 – Liturgist Haddad 

The New Testament Lesson        Luke 5:1-11 – Reverend Barrett 

Pastor:  The word of the Lord    People:  Thanks be to God 
 

SERMON         Astonish Me, Lord!           Reverend Carol Barret 

 

Hymn                 From the Nets of Our Labors                        See Page 4 
 

AFFIRMATION of FAITH (from Romans 8) – led by Reverend Carol BarrettWe affirm together that  

“….we who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to 

sonship, the redemption of our bodies.  For in this hope we were saved.  But hope that is seen is no 

hope at all.   Who hopes for what they already have?   But if we hope for what we do not yet have, 

we wait for it patiently. 

In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.  We do not know what we ought to pray for, 

the Spirit intercedes for us through wordless groans.  The One who searches our hearts knows the 

mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of 

God.”  
 

*Gloria Patri.                                       #579       
 

PRAYERS of the PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER – Elder Alejandra Haddad  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come; thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we 

forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 

CALL TO OFFERING   

Offertory 

*Doxology                           #592 

Prayer of Dedication 

Reverend Carol Barrett 
 

   *Closing Hymn       Will You Come and Follow Me           See page 5 
 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION             Reverend Carol Barrett 

                       

POSTLUDE    Holy, Holy, Holy                   Dr. Benjamin Watkins, piano 
*Please stand if you are able 

 

UPC Prayer List - Email requests to:  upcbloomington@gmail.com. 

Bob Hammel   Kathleen Olds      Anita Steverson    

His Eyes Mission in Honduras led by Valerie and Felipe Colby 

Nyaka Global in Uganda led by Jackson Kaguri 

The people of Georgia, Lebanon, Nigeria, Middle East, Sudan, Syria and Ukraine 

Our military men and women stationed around the globe 

First Presbyterian Church, pastored by Rev. John Erickson in Martinsville, is a 180-year-old 

congregation just a block off the town square.  We have an average of 50 in worship on Sunday.  

Our Mission efforts are concentrated with Churches in Mission, a local organization that acts 

as a central hub to help meet people’s needs through food, clothing, education and some 

monetary needs. We’ve partnered with a local restaurant and hotel to provide folks meals and 

emergency housing.  We are pleased with these efforts but are still seeking that neglected niche 

that we can fill.  We’re excited for what God has in store for us! 

mailto:upcbloomington@gmail.com
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United Presbyterian Church Staff 

Pastor – Reverend Carol Barrett – 812-332-1850  

Secretary – Allen Pease – office (812) 332-1850; cell (812) 325-7849 

Treasurer–Andy Hill andy@andyhill.us 

Music Director – Benjamin Watkins – (864) 980-7731 

benjamintaylorwatkins@gmail.com 

Christian Education – Melanie Mathis-McBride – susieq_msm@yahoo.com 
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