United Presbyterian Church
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE
of
REFLECTIVE WORSHIP
February 18, 2026 – 7:00 p.m.

             “By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground,
                     since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.”
Genesis 3:19

Welcome          Lay Minister Alejandra Haddad

Music for Gathering
Forty Days and Forty Nights
Members of the UPC Quartet

Call to Worship                                                                             Deacon Vera Heitink, liturgist 
Liturgist:       Let us give thanks to the Lord.  God is good.
People:      	The Lord’s love endures forever.
Liturgist:     Into your presence we come, Lord, a few moments of quietness in a busy world
          that demands our attention.
People:       Breathe on us now, O Lord, that we might know your presence and your power
to see this season of Lent through.

*Hymn:        Just as I Am          #370

Opening Prayer                                         Reverend Thad Winkle

First Reading:    Joel 2: 1-2, 12-17 – Liturgist Heitink
Gospel Reading:  Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 – Rev. Winkle
Reverend: The Word of the Lord    People: Thanks be to God

Sermon    Decide on What to Be and Go Be It       Reverend Thad Winkle

Moment of Reflection, Repentance and Lament

Music for Meditation
Sarabande from BWV 807–J.S. Bach

Lay Minister:    	Burn into ash, O God, our pride that keeps us separated from You, ourselves, And one another.
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]People:      		Turn us around and hear our silent confession.
                      		(silent reflection and confession)    					
Lay Minister:     	Burn into ash, O God, our history of prejudice and injustice in our world.
People:     		Turn us around and hear our silent confession.
                   		(silent reflection and confession)

Leader:     Burn into ash, O God, our refusal to forgive and bless our enemies.
People:     Turn us around and hear our silent confession.
                    (silent reflection and confession)

*HYMN:                Jesus Walked this Lonesome Valley              #80

Lay Minister:	Blessed are you, God of all creation. 
People:		You are eternal, we are a moment, formed from the dust of the earth. 
                      		As we receive these ashes, make them a sign for us of life’s fragility, us    
                      		humility, our lament for this world, and of our repentance and returning
to you. Breathe into us again the breath of life.
Lay Minister:	Please come forward now, as you are led, to receive the ashes.

Imposition of Ashes – Rev. Thad Winkle, Lay Minister Alejandra Haddad

Unison Blessing led by Rev. Thad Winkle 
May we know the love of the heavenly Father deep in our hearts.  May we understand our significance in the center of God’s family, and the bonds that hold us so closely as brother and sister.

May we understand the lengths that God was prepared to go for all, and freely respond in the moment, to all God has given for us to cherish.

Reverend:	Let us bless the Lord.
People:	Thanks be to God.  Amen.
*Please stand if you are able
You are invited to remain for reflection, then leave the sanctuary in silence.

The Lent Tokens are a reminder of our seriousness in the preparation of our hearts for the blessings of Christ.  Carry the token in your pocket or wear around your neck throughout Lent as a constant reminder of Christ’s sacrifice.  Take a token from the liturgist after you receive the Ashes.  

The Lent Devotional booklet, Dying His Death, Living His Life by Michael Hoy, provided by the Worship Team, is available in the narthex and intended to assist in planning and carrying out daily devotions throughout the Lenten Season.
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